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From: Steve Stone

To: Steve Stone;

Subject: AWI Decline Extension Letter

Date: Sunday, August 10, 2008 7:20:21 AM
Attachments: AWIResponse 8-5-08-s.pdf

Attached for posting.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

%}bl T éé,r Northwest Region
R 7600 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, Washington 98115

August 5, 2008

Cathy Liss

President

Animal Welfare Institute

Post Office Box 3650

Washington, District of Columbia 20027-0150

Dear Ms. Liss,

This letter responds to your July 22, 2008, letter to NOAA Fisheries’ Dr. James Balsiger and to
my recent voice message received by your appointed contact, D.J. Schubert of the Animal
Welfare Institute. In that message I notified him that NOAA Fisheries would not provide an
additional extension of the comment period on the agency’s Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (draft EIS) for Proposed Authorization of the Makah Whale Hunt. Therefore, the
comment period will remain open until August 15, 2008.

As you know, we had already extended the original 60-day comment period by an additional 38
days in response to earlier requests by your organization and others. We held four public
meetings (including one in Washington, D.C.) soon after the May 9, 2008, release of the draft
EIS to increase awareness and understanding of the draft EIS and the National Environmental
Policy Act process and to encourage public input. We have also been monitoring all comments
received, making them available for public review on our agency website, and responding as
quickly as possible to public requests for documents and other inquiries regarding this document.
We believe that a 98-day comment period is commensurate with other NEPA analyses of similar
size and scope that the agency has promulgated and will provide sufficient opportunity for the
public to evaluate and respond to this draft EIS.

As stated in your letter, | understand that you will notify representatives of the other
organizations in that letter of NOAA Fisheries’ decision regarding your request.

| appreciate your interest and look forward to receiving your comments.

Sincerely,

Donna Darm
Assistant Regional Administrator

cc: D.J. Schubert (Animal Welfare Institute)











From: TAZ

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.qov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Friday, August 08, 2008 5:34:31 PM

First off, in the recent display of "Hunting" by the Makah Whaling Team
we have learned that not only do they not know how to Whale but that
they will impose significant danger to all those on land and in the
water while they are exercising their "Hunting" practices.

Secondly, we feel that due to Starvation, other Preditors, and Global
Warming, the Whale Population has declined. There is not an adequate
Scientific Count, Effect, and Solution in the Proposed DEIS.

Thirdly, We are extremely concerned that if the Makah are allowed to
"Hunt", it will result in the return of Whaling Worldwide. There have
been violations already by the Japanese and other Nations.

We would like to Propose that until Research and Global Warming effects
are studied with the Declining Whale Populations and the Return of
WorldWide Whaling is taken under consideration, this Proposed DEIS not
be allowed. Instead, we would like to see the Grey Whale be reinlisted
on the Endangered Species list.

Sincerely -

Gary and Caroline Goodrich
9218 29th Av Ct S #29
Lakewood, Wa. 98499
253-922-6801

History is not what happened, History is what was written down!
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From: mrkalar@aol.com

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: attention Donna Darm (regarding the review of the DEIS for proposed Authorization Makah Whale Hunt
Date: Thursday, August 07, 2008 11:03:01 PM

Dear Donna Darm,
| am writing to you to voice my deep concern for "once again” is happening in terms of "authorization" of the Makah
Whale Hunt.

To begin with I'd like to point out a few facts about this "alleged HUNT".

The 1997 IWC quota granted for the hunting of gray whales explicitly required that any
hunting must be undertaken by a native group that has a subsistence need.

What exactly is the subsistence need of the Makah nation. There is NONE. This is the same ploy that is being used
year after year after year. Japan, Canada and Norway are behind this. Financing the Makah nation to use their
"subsistence treaty" to promote and eventually bring back "whaling" to the US.

The Makah whale hunt does not meet (nor has it in the past) the "Definition" of
"Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling" and was made explicitly clear by the member nations
of the International Whaling Commission when the proposal was brought before them in
1996 and again in 1997.

So we're looking at 10 years of inaffectual challenges to the NOAA by CERTAIN members of the MAKAH nation.
There are Makah Nation members who also OPPOSE whaling - several Makah elders
have spoken out against whaling and received threats. So the question | pose is why give
permission to basically go out and slaughter a whale under "FALSE PRETENSES"?

also: The continued VIOLATION of Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling guidlines at the IWC by permitting the Makah
hunt is likely to cause SIGNIFICANT environmental imapcts worldwide by undermining an international whale
CONSERVATION agreement. and we know that there is clear bias in favor of permitting a hunt
- which is evident throughout the EA. NMFS must produce a full Environmental Impact
Statement that truly takes a hard look at "ALL" the potential consequences of the Makah
whaling proposal. I don't believe the information you have provided to me does that. Nor
does it give reasonable grounds to substantiate the Makah Subsistence treaty proposal
to hunt at this time.

IMPORTANT:

The Coast Guard in the past has acted out in extreme AGGRESSIVE manner towards
activists in the past while PROTECTING the Makah Hunters (traveling in high power
speed boats and using HIGH POWERED ASSAULT WEAPONS TO SHOOT AT WHALES).
| brought this to the attention of then Vice President Al Gore as | was outraged to learn
of the coast guards activities:

| learned from the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society that activists boats were rammed and they the activists were
INJURED by the USCG vessels as a whale was harpooned. The attack on activist's Erin Abbot's jet ski - running
OVER her (she was eventually medi vacd to Olympia Memorial hospital) is just a TERRIBLE REMINDED of what is
at stake here. World Whale Police Vessel too was rammed and crew member Julie Woodyer (a director of the
VANCOUVER HUMANE SOCIETY) was injured.

And though the USCG imposed a $250,000 fine and six years in prison for violations of 500 yd EXCLUSION ZONE
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around the hunter by activists attempting to prevent the killing of whales (several activists were arrested for violating

the zone/ their vessels seized) NOTHING was DONE in terms of arrests to the Makah whalers for pulling out
their .50 caliber rifle. It is beyond comprehension the length and determination of the USCG
to ENFORCE AN ILLEGAL WHALE HUNT and help the Makah kill whales to the POINT
OF INJURING ACTIVISTS on the water

The US Dept. of Commerce obtained an aboriginal Gray whale quota from the IWC in
1997 but AVOIDED ruling on the Makah's eligibility to hunt under the "conditions of
aboriginal subsistence whaling as determined by the IWC. The US Administrations
unilateral assignment of the quota to the Makah WITHOUT the consent of the IWC
constitutes a violation of INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION LAW.

As far back as JUNE 9th 2000 The US 9th Circuit Court of Appeals made a legal decision on
the position of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society (which the SSCS has maintained
since 1996 that's 12 years ago) that the Makah whale hunt permitted by the US
Administration did NOT meet the requirements of the National Environmental

Protection Act. Congressman Jack Metcalf and other plaintiffs pursued this case until justice was done. Overall
the hunt was permitted based on POLITICS - NOT ON SCIENCE.

Once again the facts are: The Makah hunt DOES NOT MEET the CRITERIA ESTABLISHED by the IWC for
Aboriginal Whaling: i.e.: subsistence need and continuous, unbroken tradition.

The killing of a BABY GRAY WHALE off the coast of Washington in May 1999 was an
INFRACTION of the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling.

THIS DANGEROUS PRECEDENT that you wish to allow will only lead to further abuses
by self styled indigenous people such as the NORWEGIANS and JAPANESE who
maintain the whale hunting is both indigenous and traditional.

and just how did the Makah nation purchase those expensive high powered speed
boats? Once again this is simply the case of JAPAN, CANADA and NORWAY trying to UNDERMINE THE US's
POSITION ON WHALING.

| cannot and will never condone any excuse to allow any form of whaling. anytime nor anywhere.

Sincerely and respectfully
Elizabeth Arlen

(I'sent a similar email to Gail Helm at the Office of Protected Resources @ the NOAA Fisheries back in February
2001 and cannot believe that we are nearly 8 years later and still addressing the same issue - this is an outra!)

It's time to go back to school! Get the latest trends and gadgets that make the grade on AOL Shopping.
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From: Facility Maintenance

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.qov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Monday, August 04, 2008 10:43:41 AM

When my mother was in elementary she used to get punished for speaking our Makah language.
The teacher would beat the back of her hand when she spoke our language, if she didn't cry then they
would turn her hand over and beat the other side until she spoke English. This happened in the
1940's and 50's, not very long ago. Many people (including the government) have been attempting to
take away our culture. It was illegal to speak our language, sing our songs, do our dances, to have
Indian parties, or even gatherings for many decades. As it is now, our language is "NEARLY
EXTINCT". We have no one who speaks our language fluently, all of our elders who knew it has
passed away. Some of our language is recorded but much of it has been lost forever! How much
more will we lose?

Even though the Ninth Circuit Court ruled the way that they did, there are some important facts
which should be mentioned. Also, there are important facts of our treaty that aren't mentioned.
Unless | overlooked it, | haven't seen Article. VI. of the US Constitution mentioned is the DEIS. Art. VI.
US Constitution states "and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the
United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be
bound......". The US Constitution should not be optional and neither is our treaty!

Alternative 6 is my choice, and this is why:

1. The judges in the Ninth Circuit Court were wrong, they never followed the US Constitution and
our Makah Treaty.

a.  They never supported Article. VI. of the US Constitution. Even though congress is the

supreme law of the land, Art. VI

should have applied. There is no conservation issue for the gray whales. The gray whale
population has reached the

Optimal Sustainable Population (OSP). The Environmental Assessment should have
sufficed. Not even the Endangered

Species Act (ESA) applies in this argument. Why? Because they are not on the Endangered
Species List, they are not

even on the Threatened Species List! Article. VI. should be at least mentioned in the DEIS.
How can they ignore Article

VI of the US Constitution?

b. The MMPA, Section 14 states that this will in no way alter or change any agreements or
treaties with the Native
Americans and the US. This is mentioned in there for a reason. Our treaty was signed in
1855, the MMPA was
enacted in 1972. More importantly, a treaty is a government to government agreement
just like an agreement with any



mailto:mtcfacmnt@centurytel.net

mailto:MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov



other country. They are not optional.

C. The agreement between our two governments (Makah & US) were very specific. In our
gov't to gov't treaty
agreement it stated very clearly that we gave up 275,000 acres to reserve the right to
hunt whales. This to is not
mentioned in the DEIS. The judges of the 9th Circuit Court never upheld our treaty. What
would happen if we
(the Makah's) tried to change the treaty? Our treaty is not up for public comment!

2. Native Americans established our version of the National Environmental Protection Act,

NEPA, thousands of years ago.

We called it culture. For salmon fishing, our culture was to take the first fish prepare a meal
and bring it to the ocean or

river for an offering of a good return the following season. The second fish was to be given to
an elder who is not in your

family. The third is to be given to an elder in your family. The fourth is to be eaten and rest will
be given away or cured

for winter supplies. My grandmother taught me to be a conservationist with everything |
gather, whether it is herbs or

anything else. If it were a conservation issue | am positive that we would abide by ESA,
NEPA, MMPA, or nature.

3. lama Makah Whaler and the religious part of the training is one of the most important part

of being a whaler. | can't

go into any details but we prayed many times a day. We thanked the creator for everything
that we had, we even prayed

for the anti-whalers. The EIS is a government document but the religious aspect needs to be
considered, because whaling

has everything to to with the approval of the creator to take home one of the world's most
wonderful creatures. Our culture

is based upon living by natures laws and the creator. Our society has been here longer than
the mid-evil days, the

Romans, and even King Tut himself. How many other societies can say this? Makah's have
been here since the days of

the Pagan's, the ones who built Stone Henge. If you want to know what life was like during the
days of the Egyptians just

ask a Native American, we still have the same culture and almost the same way of life. Neah
Bay, Wa. established

2992 BC.

The Makah's stopped whaling more than 10 years before it was illegal to hunt whales. We are not
the ones who brought them close to extinction. Some say that we just want to slaughter the whales.
They forget about the term "slaughter houses". This is where steaks and hamburgers come from.
Some religions don't allow consumption of pork, some revere the cow as a sacred animal. Some





countries have penalties for abusing cows, even punishable by death, yet they still don't impose their
belief upon us.

The creator gave us our language, he gave us this land to live on, our culture is the way he showed
us how to take care of it.






From: nivilica@comcast.net

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Monday, August 04, 2008 5:45:35 AM

To Mr. Steve Stone:

Pertaining to the public comment or vote on the proposal of the Makah
Tribe to kill gray whales in the north Pacific, | am very appalled that this is
even on the table.

The Gray Whale of the Northwest is low in numbers, and with all of the
old and new environmental threats (i.e. offshore drilling, and warming of
the oceans), | believe to allow this kill would be very irresponsible!

My opinion is a resounding NO! Please consider that traditions are not a
good reason for killing gray whales at this time, as we do not know what
effects the warming of the Earth will have upon species even in the next
10 years. The best scientists we have do say that if the human population
doesn't change its carbon habits drastically and immediately, over 50% of
all plant and animal life will be gone from this planet in 30 years time. We
also know the ecosystem will be destroyed.

Thank you.

Russell V. Kennedy
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From: Ken Livingston

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.qov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Sunday, August 03, 2008 12:32:10 PM

Dear NOAA Fisheries:

This treaty must be renegotiated. The "ceremony" of butchering
beautiful creatures already in danger of extinction was tragic 150
years ago. Today it is indefensible. Depending on whale hunts for
subsistence is not a 2008 reality....it's an excuse that hunters of
many innocent creatures use to justify their sick form of
entertainment.

Respectfully,
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Livingston

9015 61st Place West
Mukilteo, Washington 98275
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From: Dickrusl@aol.com

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Sunday, August 03, 2008 8:42:24 AM

| am the author of "Eye of the Whale" and in the course of researching my book, paid several visits
to the Makah reservation. | strongly believe that what happened this past year - the illegal hunt
undertaken by tribal members - should preclude any further consideration by NOAA toward
authorizing further gray whale hunting by the Makah. | uncovered evidence indicating that
Japanese interests, intent upon undermining the American role at the IWC, had visited the
reservation at one time and urged (if not "bribed") members to seek renewal of a hunt under their
alleged "treaty right."

Given that hunting gray whales is NOT necessary for subsistence of the Makah tribe (a very
different situation than that faced by the native peoples of Chukotka for example), again | would
like to go on record opposing this practice. Thank you.

Dick Russell

Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.
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From: The Daveys

To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov;
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 1:10:40 PM

We are totally against any more killing of the gray whales by the Makah tribe. The last whale was
killed and then slowly sang to the bottom of the ocean, not even using the whale meat. It was a
disgrace! We need to save these magnificent creatures instead of harpooning them and making
them suffer, for no apparent reason. It's been proved time and time again, how much whales
communicate with one another and how they raise families. To kill one of this beautiful animals for
the sake of the hunt is horrible. The Makah have plenty of other traditions that they can continue
without depleting the Gray Whale population!

Thank you for your time,
Sincerely,

Dan and Lynne Davey
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