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fakaki DEIS July 3, 2008

age do noti'lef the Makah tribes kill any more whales. The fact that it tes
rs'for the whale to die is enough reason. If they are such good hunters,
we'could they let that poor whale suffer? g

mber thast kast time they all went hunting, many of the Makah people
y didn’t even like the taste of whale meat. What are they going to do

whales? -
e is NO. NO:NOM! B
e is NO, NONOM! “DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE |
| RECEIVED |
you for listening, | o o3 o8
RN L’FmW03M .
cnne \ATIONAL MARINEFISHERIES SERVICE
rd, Wa.
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NJARA

July 2, 2008
Re: 2008 Makah DEIS
NOAA's Fisheries Service:

Thank you for allowing us to speak up on behalf of the Pacific Gray whales. This plea is in
reference to curtailing the Makah fribe from slaughtering any more whales.

Their past has shown your agency how irresponsible they have been in abiding by the
moratoriums set and their use of powered technology and overseas sales to Japan contradicts
their usual line of "Nation territory, traditions and customs". How has the temporary restfriction
on hunting affected their rights and culture? Maybe their profits went down but during the

temporary ban surely there had bean positive outcomes as well.

For example: whales had a respite and mated more, ecotourism was increased and therefore
those businesses and local economies prospered. Perhaps during this ban the Makah fribe
found newer, positive ways to be enterprising. Our opinion serves to support the majesty

of whales in our oceans for all cultures to enjoy and not just for a single one to exploit. Please
make this ban permanant.

Respectiully,
Andria Schanzer

New Jersey Animal Rights Alliance, PO Box 174, Englishtown, NJ 07726
Phone: 732-446-6808 | Fax: 732-446-0227 / E-mall: njara@nfara.org
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Mr. Steve Stone

NMFS Northwest Region
1201 NE Lloyd Bivd
Suite 1100

Portland, Oregon 97232

RE: 2008 Makah DEIS
Dear Mr. Stone:

| appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed gray whale hunt by the Makah
Tribe.

I have reviewed the online sites of the International Whaling Commission, the Marine
Mammal Commission, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, The World Wildlife Fund, and carefully reviewed the materials
sent to me.

My conclusion and comment is two-fold: The first consideration in this decision is the
new, and some of the old, threats to whale populations. For the first time in recorded
history we stand at an ecological crossroads with global warming, including all of the
ramifications of warming seas and the impact increased temperatures will have on our
marine life. Whale populations are extremely vulnerable to increasing ocean
temperatures and degradation of habitat.

Just this week the top NASA scientist and climatologist, Dr. Jim Hansen, declared that
global warming is already here and stated the consequences will be felt in many ways
including mass extinction, collapse of the ecosystem, and warming, rising seas.
Already there is evidence of disruption of whale migratory patterns in search of food.
Also, for very important consideration, is the new urgent quest in finding offshore oil and
gas in feeding grounds. In addition, scientists have stated that industrial chemicals and
run-off pesticides are making our oceans a literal ‘chemical cocktail’, accumulative in
whale blubber and evidenced by cancers in even very young beached whales. In
general, for all species of whales, the international hunting of whales (increasing every
year) and whales being caught as a “by-catch” product is devastating as well.

In particular, and specifically, | have come to learn that the target whale here, the
Western North Pacific gray whale’s numbers are estimated to be very low. The gray
whale has the longest migration of all whales at 12,000 miles per year, always in peril of
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killer whales who hunt the calf and the mother, in addition to all the above threats which
plague all species of marine mammals. In summary, whales are facing extreme
challenges for future survival.

The second part of my comment and conclusion is the “justification” that the Makah
Tribe is offering for the hunting of gray whales in the North Pacific. In their application
the Makah have expressed their reasoning for hunting the gray whale primarily would
be for “pride, self-esteem, and a reason to abstain from alcohol and drug use.” The
latter reason given to kill a whale may be considered by people as offensive. This
serious taking of a marine mammal and all of the carnage involved with doing that,
should not be a temporary distraction from substance abuse. | do understand pride in
culture but certainly, in the name of fairness, if America were to change her laws to
allow and protect all of the subculture traditions and rituals in this diverse country, we
would have to make legal and allow populations of people to resume cock fighting, dog
fighting, and animal sacrifice, just to mention a few.

It is no longer 1855, the year the Neah Bay Treaty was signed to allow the hunt of the
gray whale. Since this time, aside from the real threat of driving these animals to
extinction thus declaring a moratorium, we have learned much of the behavior,
intelligence, family orientation, and even the nobility these animals demonstrate.

| do realize the unemployment problem causing economic hardship in some of the
Indian Tribes, which nods to the subtle, but somewhat obvious idea, that the Makah
Indian Tribe could turn their economy around; to instead honor the whale that helped
them to survive in 1855, and perhaps embark in a business venture of whale watching
tours. The Makah are certainly in the right region of the world for the popular and
profitable business of ecotourism, with the advantage of their great knowledge of the
gray whale and the migratory patterns. | am also aware of the Makah Tribe members
who are totally against the resuming of whale hunts and have protested. They do not
use or like whale products and have claimed that much of the whale meat is wasted, as
in the past they have retrieved whale meat and blubber in fishing nets.

As you realize my comment is NOT to allow the gray whale hunt to take place for all the
above reasons. | would like to add that | have a great respect for American Indian
culture, but | think most would agree that we all come from a subculture, however,
needs and times change, we move on, and while still having pride in our heritage,
realize what once may have been necessary no longer applies or works to better our

lives in this brave new world.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

W. Vittorio

C%rwg,\_w?%%w
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To: NMFS Northwest Region A\ ~*~?}§'ﬁg§“’”’m’“w :
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Suite 1100

Portland, Or 97232

From: D.M. Mattoni-West
17422 Crystal Drive
Enumclaw, Wa. 98022

-Dear Dear Makahs,

Treaty or no treaty-----Cultural heritage or no cultural heritage-----Is there not some
creative way to celebrate the survival of the Makahs as a tribe without killing whales?
Come on now-----The Makahs have made it to the 21% century, Why can’t the Makahs

help the whales and other endangered species make it thru the 21% also? Why not make
December thru May a celebration of living, not killing?

Thank you for letting me put in my two cents.

Darlene Mattoni-West
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13 August 2008

Attention: Steve Siine

NOAA Fisheries N.irthwest Region
1201 NE Lloyd BIv:1., Suite 1100
Portland, OR 972::2.

Re: 2008 Makah [ ZIS (Makah Tribe’s Request for Permission to Hunt Whales)
To the National Marine Fisheries Service:

Harvard geneticist -lichard Lewontin has said: “That is the one point which | think all
evolutionists are ag reed upon, that it is virtually impossible to do a better job than an
organism is doing i 1 its own environment."' We strongly agree. Friends of Animals (FoA),

a nonprofit animal-:.dvocacy organizaﬁon, opposes hunting.

Thus, as the Natic nal Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS$) addresses the proposed
authorization of t/ 2 Makah Whale Hunt, FoA supports only Alternative 1 of the
Draft Environmen al Impact Statement. Alternative 1 is “the No-action Alternative,
wherein NMFS waild not authorize a Makah gray whale hunt.”

Friends of Animals 1. rges the NMFS to choose the No-action Alternative to the draft
environmental imp: ;t statement (DEIS) concerning the Makah Indian tribe’s February
2005 request to resiime whale hunting, and this can be done on the basis of several

factors;

' Quoted by Richart: Dawkins in The God Delusion (Boston: Houghton Miffiin, 2006), at
191,

2 Makah Whale Hur EIS (May 2008).
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« Populations >f eastern North Pacific gray whales (Eschrichtius robustus), which
migrate frorn Arctic waters to the Gulf of California in Mexico, have grown
substantiall,, and they have been removed from the Endangered Species List.
Because th:: whales have been delisted, the reasoning goes, the species' health
would not bi: harmed by the hunt. Yet a report in the Proceedings of the National
Academy ol Scfences asserts that “large numbers of gray whales have recently
been discovired suffering from starvation.” The article goes on to say that
“starving wt ales may be suffering reduced food supply from changing climate
conditions i1 their Arctic feeding grounds.” This possibility parailels 2006 reports last
year of majo- climate shifts in the Arctic ecosystems in which gray whales feed.” Given
how little sci.intists yet know about the climate shift phenomenon, the impact of killing
these whale: is unpredictabie.

¢ The Makah ‘equest to resume whale killing did not take such climate shift factors
into accoun ; it pre-dated them.

* The Makah 'equest to resume whale hunting would ostensibly be for “ceremonial
and subsist:nce purposes” only. The Makah tradition of killing whales was
suspended 1 the 1920s, when hunting drove gray whales to near-extinction. The
Makah Nati.in itself agreed to halt the killing.

« Over the ini2rvening decades (before the Makah were again permitted to kill a
whale in 19:9), the tribe has subsisted without killing whales. New traditions,
therefore, hive taken the place of former ones.

= [fthe Maka | tribe wishes to maintain a cultural connection with gray whales, it
could do sc “hrough rituals, ceremonies, crafts, and drama, rather than by killing.
Pramotion " carefully planned ecotourism in the form of whale watching could
also provid:: the Makah with a viable source of income and an opportunity for the
tribe memb:irs to maintain their cultural connection with whales. It would also
spare the li-2s of the whales.

» Whale kills iire a source of international controversy. Permitting the Makah to
hunt easter i North Pacific gray whales would only encourage other aboriginal
peopies an:: countries to hunt whales, legally or not. The Makah requést must be
seen in the ontext of the international effort to protect whales internationally.

For the above-de:::ribed reasons, and based on the above factors, Friends of
Animals respectfi lly requests that the National Marine Fisheries Service choose

Alternative 1.

Friends of Animals headquartered in Darien, Connecticut, is a nonprofit organization
founded in 1857. (ur work to protect animal communities includes the Marine Animal

¥ Proceedings of t} » National Academy of Sciences (10 Sep. 2007).

‘ Release titled “Gi 1y whales a fraction of historic levels, genetic research says “(10 Sep.

2007), issued be Sizve Palumbi, Harold A. Miller Professor at Stanford; contact address
supplied: spalumbi:dstanford.edu.

@oo2
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Rescue project bas--d in Los Angeles County, California; as welf as ongoing efforts to
protect North Amer: .an wolves, North African antelopes, chimpanzees in Senegal, and to
stop the import of tr :pical birds for the caged-bird trade. FOA has a long-standing interest
in working for the iri2grity of communities of marine mammals within the ecosystems to

which they have na iirally adapted.

Very truly yours,

et

Priscilla Feral
President
Friends of Animals

National Headquz ters

777 Post Road

Suite 205

Darien, CT 06820

Phone: 203-656-1¢ 22

Fax; 203-656-0267

E-mail: contact@fr :ndsofanimals.org



503-230-5441
Attm: 2008 Makah DEIS

1 wish to express my outrage with the proposed NMFS allowance of Makah whale
hunting and harassing. It is as reasonable to me as a statement of how many slaves I
might have as my ancestral right. As whales, porpoises, and the great apes are recognized
as intelligent, communicating animals, and as our American culture deems killing them
as wrong, I think it biased 1o exempt any group from these recognized norms. We
disagree with these actions on the part of Iceland and Japan; why would we be so
hypocritical as to grant such a “right” to a group in our own country? And it is certain
that those who take part in this “right” with modern weapons and disregard for the safety
and laws of others, reap a sad harvest of disdain, dislike, and division.

Donna L. Whichelio
Port Angeles
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