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■ 3. On page 11221, in section IV., under 
B. Limited Entry Fishery, at the end of 
paragraph (1), Table 4 (South) is revised 
to read as follows: 

IV. NMFS Actions

B. Limited Entry Fishery
(1) * * *
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* * * * *
■ 4. On page 11222, in section IV., under 
C. Trip Limits in the Open Access 
Fishery, paragraph (1) is revised to read 
as follows: 

IV. NMFS Actions

C. Trip Limits in the Open Access 
Fishery

(1) General. Open access gear is gear 
used to take and retain groundfish from 
a vessel that does not have a valid 
permit for the Pacific Coast groundfish 
fishery with an endorsement for the gear 
used to harvest the groundfish. This 
includes longline, trap, pot, hook-and-
line (fixed or mobile), setnet and 
trammel net (south of 38° N. lat. only), 
and exempted trawl gear (trawls used to 
target non-groundfish species: pink 
shrimp or prawns, and, south of Pt. 
Arena, CA (38°57′30″ N. lat.), CA 
halibut or sea cucumbers). Unless 
otherwise specified, a vessel operating 
in the open access fishery is subject to, 
and must not exceed any trip limit, 
frequency limit, and/or size limit for the 
open access fishery. Groundfish species 
taken in open access fisheries will be 
managed with cumulative trip limits 
(see paragraph IV.A.(1)(d)), size limits 
(see paragraph IV.A.(6)), seasons (see 
paragraph IV.A.(7)), and closed areas. 
Cowcod retention is prohibited in all 

fisheries and groundfish vessels 
operating south of Point Conception 
must adhere to CCA restrictions (see 
paragraph IV.A.(19)). Retention of 
yelloweye rockfish and canary rockfish 
and, south of 40°10′ N. lat., bocaccio is 
prohibited in all open access fisheries. 
The trip limits, size limits, seasons, and 
other management measures for open 
access groundfish gear, including 
exempted trawl gear, are listed in Table 
5 (North) and Table 5 (South). A header 
in Table 5 (North) and Table 5 (South) 
approximates the RCA (i.e., closed area) 
for vessels participating in the open 
access fishery. [Note: Between a line 
drawn due south from Point Fermin 
(33°42′ 30″ N. lat.; 118°17′ 30″ W. long.) 
and a line drawn due west from the 
Newport South Jetty (33°35′37″ N. lat.; 
117°52′50″ W. long.,) vessels fishing for 
all Federal groundfish species, except 
lingcod and all rockfish other than 
California scorpionfish, with hook-and-
line and/or trap (or pot) gear may 
operate from shore to a seaward 
boundary line which approximates 50 
fm (91 m) in the months of July and 
August.] For vessels participating in 
exempted trawl fisheries, the RCAs are 
the same as those for limited entry trawl 
gear, except that pink shrimp and, north 
of 40°10′ N. lat., prawn trawl are not 
subject to the RCA. Exempted trawl gear 

RCAs are detailed in the exempted trawl 
gear sections at the bottom of Table 5 
(North) and Table 5 (South). Retention 
of groundfish caught by exempted trawl 
gear is prohibited in the designated 
RCAs, except that pink shrimp trawl 
and, north of 40°10′ N. lat., prawn trawl 
may retain groundfish caught both 
inside and outside the trawl RCA 
subject to the limits in Table 5 (North) 
and Table 5 (South). Retention of 
groundfish caught by salmon troll gear 
is prohibited in the designated RCAs, 
except that salmon trollers may retain 
yellowtail rockfish caught both inside 
and outside the non-trawl RCA subject 
to the limits in Table 5 (North). The trip 
limit at 50 CFR 660.323(a)(1) for black 
rockfish caught with hook-and-line gear 
also applies. (The black rockfish limit is 
repeated at paragraph IV.B.(4).)
* * * * *
■ 5. On page 11225, in section IV., under 
C. Trip Limits in the Open Access 
Fishery, at the end of paragraph (1), 
Table 5 (South) is revised to read as 
follows: 

IV. NMFS Actions

C. Trip Limits in the Open Access 
Fishery

(1) * * *
* * * * *
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* * * * *
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 17, 2003.
Rebecca Lent,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–18731 Filed 7–22–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–C

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 021122286–3036–02; I.D. 
071803A]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pelagic Shelf 
Rockfish in the West Yakutat District of 
the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for pelagic shelf rockfish in the 
West Yakutat District of the Gulf of 
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary 
to prevent exceeding the 2003 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of pelagic shelf 
rockfish in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), July 20, 2003, through 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations governing 
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance 
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of pelagic shelf 
rockfish for the West Yakutat District 
was established as 640 metric tons (mt) 
by the final 2003 harvest specifications 
for groundfish in the GOA (68 FR 9924, 
March 3, 2003).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2003 TAC for 
pelagic shelf rockfish in the West 
Yakutat District will be reached. 
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 630 mt, and is setting aside 
the remaining 10 mt as bycatch to 
support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will soon be reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for pelagic shelf 
rockfish in the West Yakutat District of 
the GOA.

Classification

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the 2003 
TAC for pelagic shelf rockfish in the 
Western Yakutat District of the GOA, 
and therefore reduce the public’s ability 
to use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 18, 2003.

John H. Dunnigan
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–18729 Filed 7–18–03; 3:49 am]
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