30 September 2009

TO: NOAA
FROM: Rein Attemann

RE: Regulations on Vessel Effects
Hello NOAA/NmES

Thank you for this opportunity to provide verbal and written testimony on your
prosed vessel regulations to help protect our endangered and iconic Puget Sound

orca population.

I have been a regular visitor to San Juan Island for many years and have had the
extreme pleasure of viewing these magnificant creatures. Two particular instances
include;

= an inverted tailflop display by one orca off Lime Kilm State Park; and

= the movement of a dozen orcas off Andrews Bay in the late evening hours,

free of any vessel presence
More recently I spent this past weekend (Sept 26-27, 2009) on San Juan Island.

From the west side of the island were we stayed, I witnessed the immense popularity
of recreational salmon fiishing along Haro Straits. Dozens of recreational fishing
vessels were vying to catch salmon along a narrow strip of water. A few commerical
whale watching outfitters were also present, and when you see those vessels you

can be assured there are orcas nearby.

Sure enough, a moment later, I spotted several orcas making their usual
(emphasis added) way north, most likely following their scant number of prey. To
my naked eye, and untrained eye for that matter, they appeared dangerously close-

less than the 100 yard regulation that is now in place.

With the large presence of fishing boats and whale watching boats, how could

anyone expect the orcas to have a safe passage through this mine field of vessels.

wasdisgusted.



But wait there is more! What horrified me the most, I then saw a commercial fishing
vessel speeding directly against the coarse the orcas and in their path. Did they
bother to go outside the path of orcas, salmon, and fisherman as the other

commerical fishing vessel was concurrently doing? Apparently not!

The next day the vessel onslaught continued with recreational fishing boats,
commercial fishing boats, kayakers, and in addition, a cargo vessel. The APL
Germany, chugging along close to the shoreline, way too close and out of the
shipping lane! The vessel’s coarse was again in the same pathway of the orcas
following the salmon!

.Seu@\ﬁﬁ ‘K”
Due to these two recent instances, I do not agree with/\the proposed exemptions for
commercial fishing boats, government vessels, cargo ships/research vessels and
vessels owend by shoreline property owners, as all vessels have an negative impact
on orca behavior, espcially on their feeding habits. I have included with my

testimony research literatue pertaining to vessel impacts to orcas.

Although vessel operational changes are part of the solution, NOAA continues to
delay on more critical actions that are needed to protect and recovery Puget Sound’s
resident endangered orca whales, such as: restoration of salmon runs through
removal of dams; restoration of habitat, land use restrictions, water quality
improvements and changes in harvest and hatchery practices; reduction of toxic
pollution that impacts the food web; and reduction of noise impacts from sonar and
other activities.

Until these fundamental problems are addressed by NOAA/NMFS, the orca population
will cease to exist in the decades ahead.

With regard to the vessel proposal, I support the distance (200 yards) and no
intentional parking in the path of traveling whale and the concept of a "no-go zone”
on the west side of San Juan Island akin to the Robson Bight protected area in

British Colurhbia.



Enforcement is a key pragmatic issue that should be addressed regarding both
existing and proposed regulations. Without a much-improved strategy for education
and enforcement, it makes no sense to increase restrictions as it would be
guarentted to fail. One of the major vessel issues is inappropriate and harassing
behavior by recreational boaters who are apparently unaware of the existing limits.
- 4 oy c»\cQG?;M?(Q regilotftons wvsh b Soemel - based . +
I can only hope that your proposal is heavily supported by follow through and

enforcement.

Sincerely,

Rein Attemann
316 NW 86th St
Seattle, WA 98117
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General Comment

ORCA COMMENT

A first visit to Lime Kiln State Park, first viewing of Orca from the bluff above surprised with
boat traffic allowed to block the Orca pod’s passage.

Local custom allows pursuit, harassment, and blockade?: barbaric.

I don’t know Orca. My experiences are with bottle nose dolphin on Florida’s Gulf Coast. I ran
many miles on the beaches recovering from a lung infection, often running with dolphin
swimming in company. The dolphin would stand on tail, taunting me for my slowness, then swim
away at 20 mph. We played hide and seek as we ran and swam down the beach.

I was working with the Boat Tail Grackle, a bird with complex social structure and telepathic
ability. I’m a telepath and psychic with portfolio.

The Tampa Bay beach dolphin pod found me at Picnic Island inside the bay, swimming up into
the shallows to spout and say hello, then always stopping by to jump and spout if I were visible
on shore.

Saying hello thru jumping and spouting became common for all Florida dolphin.

As dolphin swim past Picnic Island, the pod transmits an image of the passage ahead through
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Gandy Boulevard’s embankment and bridge: 4.5 miles total water ahead is 1 mile navigable.
What I “see” from the dolphin’s transmissions, is a truncated pyramid against a background. The
background forms the water before Gandy, the pyramid located at the bridge opening on the
background’s right side.

I assume the transmission is a product of the dolphin’s sonic sensory apparatus or from memory.
A dolphin, an Orca sensory system would have similar functions.

Pinning Orca against San Juan Island, blocking the path with internal combustion engine noise,
propeller noise, passenger noise, hull noise, hunting and navigation sensory sound reflected from
the boat barrier, are brutal assaults on the Orca’s sensory abilities used to navigate, hunt and eat.
Jail for dog and cock fights ? The whale watching “industry,” a euphemism for torturing wild
animals, if not eliminated then should be regulated to stand off a considerable distance at all
times using a “silent” motor and propulsion system.

Thank you for soliciting my opinion.

Gene Daniels
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General Comment

My name is Ashleigh and [ am a marine biology student from South Australia. I came to be apart
of Beam Reach in 2007 to studying the SRK'W around San Juan Island. When I first
encountered the whales I was absolutely shocked. There was easily 3x as many boats as there
were whales (early in the season).

In QLD there are ecotourism boats that take people to see the humpback whales. There are
never anymore than 2-3 boats at a time around the whales and it was LAW to stay 100m away
(although most boats were further). [ was in disbelief when I heard that at that point there were
only GUIDELINES as to how close you could get to the whales. Thank god that guideline turned
into a law!

I've descried the SRKW to people back home as the celebrities of San Juan, and the boaters as
the paparazzi. It was complete mayhem out there and I felt guilty for even being on the water

and contributing to one more boat out there.

One day late in the season I was fortunate enough to be on the water when we encountered J
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Pod. There were no other boats around and we switched off out engines as it was a glassy day.
The whales seemed to calm and happy. Whereas earlier in the season they always seemed to be
on a mission to escape the boaters. On this day with only one boat around they seemed playful,
inquisitive and relaxed. Out of a total of 4 weeks at sea following the whales, this was my
favourite encounter as their demeanour seemed at peace.

Theses whales do not have a choice, they need this habitat for their home and their livelihood.
"They can only swim so far before a boat coming from another direction tracks them down. I
can't imagine how terribly it must be for them being track all during daylight hours.

This species is in the danger zone. I don't think we can afford NOT to play the "what if" game.

We are at a crossroads and this species is relying on us. Please grant these whales a protection
zone and give them the peace they deserve.
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It is our impression that most San Juan Island residents (including the
owners of both commercial whale watch boats and commercial kayak
companies) were jubilant when our Southern Resident killer whales were
listed as endangered under the ESA on 11/18/05. San Juan Island finally had
the federal government’s support to help ensure the survival and well being
of this precious resource. It should be no surprise, then, that, after almost 4
years, the federal government has proposed new regulations to protect the
Orcas.

Are the proposed regulations rational and reasonable, and, if
implemented, will they protect killer whales from vessel interference and
vessel noise. After studying the proposed NOAA regulations relating to both
vessel approach restrictions and the no-go zone on the west side of San Juan
Island, we conclude that:

1. THERE SHOULD BE ENFORCEABLE NEW REGULATIONS to protect

the resident whales.

We suggest that “intent” be eliminated as a component of any new
regulation. If a violation of a regulation occurs, there should be no
need to prove the intent of the boater. If he is where he should not be,
he should be penalized—perhaps $500 for a first offense.

2. AN EXPANDED AND CLEARLY DEFINED NO-GO ZONE IS A

RATIONAL, REASONABLE AND EASILY ENFORCEABLE PROPOSAL.

The boundary (length and width) of a no-go zone is a subject up for

debate. We believe that a width of 1/2 mile is reasonable.

3. ALL MOTORIZED VESSELS (commercial and private, including

sailboats) SHOULD BE PROHIBITED IN THE NO-GO ZONE.

As Westside residents on San Juan Island, we have observed
that the worst offenders of whale harassment are the increasing
numbers of private boaters (including sail boaters) who purposefully
chase the whales and/or who stop in the path of oncoming whales.
These people don’t care about voluntary regulations and they can
easily avoid prosecution because of the lack of enforcement resources
and because of the current burdens of proof of a violation.

The majority of commercial whale watch vessels (with the
exception of some of the Canadian boats which “zoom” in when whales
are present) comply with the current regulations. However, we now
realize that, in order not to interfere with the whales’ echolocation,
foraging and communication, all motorized vessels should be farther
away from the whales than required under existing regulations. With
respect to any new regulations, the “distance” needs to be
scientifically grounded. Our suggestion is that no motorized vessel be
permitted within 200 yards of the whales.



4. KAYAKERS, BOTH PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL, AND ADJACENT
LANDOWNERS SHOULD BE ALLOWED IN THE NO-GO ZONE (even
though we have seen the numbers of kayakers increase
substantially In recent years), unless NOAA can scientifically
demonstrate that they, too, pose a specific and significant threat.

We recognize that whale watching (both from shore and water) is vital
to maintaining a viable economy on the island. That being said, we feel
strongly that our Orcas need better protection than we are currently
providing. Carefully crafted new regulations can help preserve and,
hopefully, increase our whale population, so that whale watching will
continue to attract tourists.



Fw: [Fwd: FW: NOAA.gov Help]

Subject: Fw: [Fwd: FW: NOAA.gov Help]

From: David Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>

Date: Sat, 16 Jan 2010 04:54:40 -0500

To: "'donna.darm@noaa.gov'" <Donna.Darm@noaa.gov>, ""Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov
<Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov>

Fyi

DC

From: Steve Meyers <Steve.Meyers@noaa.gov>

To: David.Cottingham <David.Cottingham@noaa.gov>
Cc: Connie Barclay <Connie.Barclay@noaa.gov>
Sent: Fri Jan 15 14:23:34 2010

Subject: [Fwd: FW: NOAA.gov Help]

David-
Could you please respond/take action on this?
Also, for someone else, do yo please have a phone number for the Alaska Whale Foundation??

-------- Original Message --------
Subject:FW: NOAA.gov Help
Date:Fri, 15 Jan 2010 14:09:52 -0500
From:NOAA Webmaster <webmaster@noaa.gov>
To:Steve.Meyers@noaa.gov, 'Connie Barclay' <Connie.Barclay@noaa.gov>

Can you handle this?

————— Original Message-----

From: Andrea Simmons [mailto:as4444@centurytel.net]
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2010 1:04 AM

To: webmaster@noaa.gov

Subject: NOAA.gov Help

Hello,

In my local newspaper in the San Juan Islands off the coast of Washington,
it said that up until the 15th of this month

it was possible to write to orca.plan@noaa.gov

But that just goes to noaa.gov which gives no place to comment

The question at hand here is whether or not to ban boats from May to
September in order to protect the whales.

The argument against it has to do with tourism, but to my mind, if we hound
the whales out of existence there will be no

tourists coming to see whales at all. With a ban on boats, and hopefully
allowing Kayaks. Tours would be for those willing

to go out in Kayaks and there could be busses taking people to Lime Kiln
Park for picnics to watch for whales.

It is time we develop other tourism besides the whales for the summer. Like
the arts. There has been a group attempting to
create a Accredited Visual Arts Museum here since 2002. There is a built in
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Fw: [Fwd: FW: NOAA.gov Help]
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relationship with the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.

Having their exhibitions here would be at least as much of a draw as the
whales. I have lived here in the islands for 11 years and

have never gone on a whale watch boat though have seen and been thrilled by
the whales many times.

I don't believe that this is something we should ignore. Less boats might
even make the salmon happier which would make the whales happier.

So...I am in favor of either cutting the boats in half or getting rid of
them during the summer altogether.

Sincerely,

Andrea Simmons
Friday Harbor WA

2/1/2010 10:0¢



To: NOAA
Date: Sept. 24, 2009-09-24

Topic: Hearing on new proposals to protect orcas.

I support the proposal to increase the distance and to close
an area off of San Juan Island. However, I ask that the
closed area be larger in size. The proposed size is very
small. I believe it is time that NOAA act to reduce the
stress of boats on orcas. The science is in and it is time to
take action.

My husband and I are recreational boaters. After seeing the
circus that surrounds the orcas pods day in and day out we
no longer sail where there might be orcas. It is shocking to
see and worse to know that most of it is legal. Dozens and
dozens of boats surround the orcas and sometimes there are
even helicopters flying above. It is an unbelievable.

I don’t know how we can say we are trying to protect this
endangered species and yet allow this kind of activity.

There are far too many commercial whale watching boats.
When we visit Victoria we are amazed to see the number of
whale watching boats going out of just that one city. Boat
after boat after boat all day long. Like fishing, this is a
business that needs some limits. It’s being over-fished.

I also believe there is so much more NOAA could do to
educate recreational boaters. A representative should be at
every major boating event such as fishing derbies, boat
shows, the Trawler Fest. There are numerous free
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Thank you for the opportunity to share my opinions wiith you
tonight.

I own a boat and do most, if not all, of my boating in the areas we
share with the orcas. I have seen the local pods of orcas a number
of times and I don’t feel that I would need to be any closer than
200 yards from them to get a good view. In other words I support
stricter regulations to protect them from undo disturbance. 1
realize that this will make it harder on the whalewatch operators
but there comes a time when we must put the protection of the
orcas over profits.

I also feel that there should be a closed area on the West side of
San Juan Island. There is a closed area on the North end of
Johnston Strait called Robinson Bight in British Columbia. It
doesn’t seem to put a undue burden on the whalewatch operators in
that area. Again I think that the survival of the orcas is more
important than profit.

I also feel that there are to many commercial whalewatch boats
descending on the orcas at the same time. There are times when I
have seen 10 to 12 commercial boats and probably even more
private boats around a pod at the same time.

Whatever regulations you decide upon they aren’t going to be of
much benefit without enforcement and education. I know that you
have a zippy enforcement boat. Take it out and enforce the
regulations. That will get the word out that you are serious about
protecting the orcas. I also thing a lot could be done in the area of
education. I notice that there are no questions on the Boater
Certification Exam about marine mammal regulations I think they
are more important than how to store your canoe. I think that there
could be more outreach such as having booths at boat shows and
salmon derbies. The regulations could be covered in Coast Guard



Auxiliary and Power Squadron Courses. Posters could be posted
around marinas, fuel docks and marine and fishing supply stores.
You could offer speakers to boating and civic groups. Create
public service announcements for television and radio station and
periodically have an announcement on the marine weather
forecasts. Without education and enforcement any regulations will
be ineffective.



I am opposed to increasing the ban on the west side of San Juan Island

Subject: I am opposed to increasing the ban on the west side of San Juan Island
From: helen king <helen@highlandinn.com>

Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 16:44:02 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

NOAA

I live on the west side of San Juan Island and observe the behavior of boats here when the Orca
whales are present. If you

watch the boating activity, you will see it is the private boats that are the worst offenders. Most
whale watch operators

warn violators of the whales and remind them of the whale guidelines. The whale watch operators are
there to protect the

whales and no one is more concerned about their welfare. The whale watch operators also support the
Sound Watch patrol boat. Put them out of business....which you will surely do....and remove them
from our waters and the whales will be left at the mercy of rouge boaters and whale watch operators
from Canada who will not be forced to observe our restrictions.

The guests at my bed and breakfast here go out to watch the whales daily, either with the professional
whale watch operators, by going to the Lime Kiln Lighthouse nearby, or simply watching from the
veranda of my inn. They receive knowledge and respect for our whales and become supporters of our
programs to protect them through the education they receive with the on board naturalists on the
whale watch boats or from others knowledgeable here about our whales.

Please consider how well the current guidelines work. We don't need a larger "no go zone" which
would prohibit launching boats or kayaks from the island shores. Surely kayaks do no harm! The
islands attract kayakers and whale watchers from all over the world. Think of the impact on our
economy and tourism in the islands! Would you also shut down Snug Harbor and Roche Harbor
Resort on the west side of the island?! Be reasonable. This proposed ban is far too extreme and not
necessary for the welfare of the whales, salmon runs, their habitats, reduction of toxins, and will not
make any difference in the quality of the Salish Sea. When Victoria, BC is still dumping raw sewage
into our Salish Sea....that is a battle more worth fighting!

The current restrictions are sufficient. I believe the 100 yard buffer zone, (1/4 mile), from the Orcas
on the west side of San Juan Island, (1/2 mile at Lime Kiln Lighthouse), for motorized craft when
whales are present is all that is needed at this time.

Whale enthusiast,
Helen King
The Highland Inn of San Juan Isla

Helen King, Innkeeper
Highland Inn of San Juan Island
P.O. Box 135 Friday Harbor, WA 98250
www.HighlandInn.com
Toll-Free (888) 400-9850
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We support the 200 Yard buffer for the orca whales!

Subject: We support the 200 Yard buffer for the orca whales!

From: Kangaroo House Bed & Breakfast <Innkeeper@KangarooHouse.com>
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 19:05:33 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Hi,
We just got prompted at random to sign a petition for keeping the minimum distances the same. But we
strongly support your decision to widen the minimum approach distance to 200 yards and hope you will

one day completely prevent boats or planes from pursuing of these animals.

Most sincerely,
Charles Toxey and Jill Johnson
Orcas Island, WA
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Yes to new orca rules

1ofl

Subject: Yes to new orca rules

From: sorrel@rockisland.com

Date: Thu, 20 Aug 2009 15:43:11 -0700 (PDT)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA,

I have been a resident of Lopez Island for 30 years and would like to
wholeheartedly endorse the new proposed regulations for protection of our
southern resident orca whales. I have watched with increasing distress
the ongoing and accelerating harassment of these endangered creatures by
whale watching boats. While I believe there are certainly
well-intentioned operators who respect the whales, the bottom line is this
for-profit industry has gotten out of control, capitalizing on a species
that is nearly extinct.

When I first moved to Lopez, seeing a whale was a grand event and the pod
was always alone. Nowadays, from dawn until dusk, the only way to tell
there are whales present is because you can see 15 or more whale watching
boats tailing them. The underwater noise must be horrendous (and really,
100 or 200 years probably makes very little difference to sonar). What
appeals about your new regulations is the no-go zone off of San Juan
Island. I hope you consider extending that zone and giving these
incredible, intelligent animals some peace before we drive them to
extinction.

Thank you,

Sorrel North

PO Box 743

Lopez Island, Wa 98261
360-468-3832
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San Juan Island Orcas

Subject: San Juan Island Orcas
From: Someone Else <hippie1427@yahoo.com>

Date: Fri, 21 Aug 2009 09:52:32 -0700 (PDT)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

While I would love to be able to be closer to these animals, we must do what is best for them. If you
love them, let them go. If it is necessary to restrict access near these animals, then it should be done. I
would hope that in the future limited access might be allowed again as the specie's position improves.
I know there may be concerns for the financial implications for area tour operators, but as things
change in any economy, business must and will adapt. The needs of the guides must be secondary to
the needs of the attraction, or both will fail.
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New restrictions to protect orcas

Subject: New restrictions to protect orcas

From: Martha & Robert Hall <kingfish@fidalgo.net>
Date: Fri, 21 Aug 2009 16:53:52 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

| support the new NOAA proposed restrictions on boats to protect the orcas in the San Juan Islands. |
support increasing the distance to 200 yards and | strongly favor closing an area on the west side of San
Juan Island to boating so that the orca pods have at least a small area where they are not harassed by
boaters. We have a sailboat and are well aware of the carnival atmosphere that follows the orca pods
throughout most of their days as dozens of private and commercial whale watching pods follow the
pods. We've found it so disturbing we avoid areas frequented by the orcas so as not to add to the
problem. | am amazed that NOAA has not acted sooner. Research certainly suggests that engine noises
impact orcas. With their numbers declining, we must move to reduce as many stressors as possible.
Boat activity is certainly one of these that we can do something about.

| hope you will adopt the proposed changes. If anything | do not feel they go far enough. | believe a
larger no-boat area should be created. | also believe that some kind of limit needs to be placed on the
number of commercial whale watching boats. We've often moored at Victoria and watched Prince of
Whales send out boat after boat from early morning into the evening to harass the orcas. And this is just
one company.

Sincerely,
Martha Hall
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Comments on Proposed Rules governing Southern Residents

Subject: Comments on Proposed Rules governing Southern Residents
From: Monica Harrington <monicah428@hotmail.com>

Date: Mon, 10 Aug 2009 00:10:41 +0000

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

| previously submitted a short comment in support of the new regulations. This email expands on earlier input. Thank you,
Monica Harrington

Imagine a pack of Harleys chasing after a pack of endangered wolves 12 or more hours a day, every day. That, in
essence, is what the whale-watching boats are doing to the Southern Residents.

As someone who once served as a National Park Service ranger, | find it deeply disturbing to see so many people who
claim to want to protect the orcas do something that specifically causes them harm.

A few years ago, | attended a meeting to discuss options for protecting the health of the whales. Since our property is on
the West side of San Juan iIsland near a prime feeding area for the whales, | saw them almost daily, often for hours at a
time, and also saw regular violations of the "voluntary guidelines” the whale-watching boats claimed to follow.

At the time, the whale-watching industry was fighting the effort to enact legislation that would put teeth into the voluntary
guidelines. The whale-watch operators were claiming they could self-police. | asked them to name any specific time where
they had turned in one of their own. Zero. | asked them why their marketing brochures showed boats literally on top of the
whales. No answer.

Shortly before it became clear the listing would happen, the whale-watch operators repositioned themselves as having
supported the listing effort all along.

The Southern residents are at a tipping point. The noise from boats increases stress for the whales, which makes it harder
for them to communicate and to feed, which directly impacts their chances for survival. That is reason enough to stop the
constant harassment and serial whale chasing.

Recently, there has been much back and forth regarding the proposed regulations in the newspapers of San Juan Island.
| hope that people from NOAA read the commentary (available on www.sanjuanjournal.com) in its entirety and consider
three specific points:

1) Because our property is on the West side of San Juan Island near a prime feeding spot, | have observed the whales
and the boats for hundreds of hours over many seasons. My reactions to what's happening on the water are based on
first-hand observations. In many ways, | am a reluctant witness. As someone who has been a high profile spokesperson,
I consciously did not want a high profile when | first moved to the island in 2000. | only became an outspoken advocate
because | have seen so much behavior that violates existing guidelines and Washington State law. Other than owning
property on San Juan Island, | have no financial interest in the issue at all.

2) NOAA specifically says that "The listing of a species as endangered makes it illegal to “take" (harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot,wound, kill, trap, capture, collect, or attempt to do these things) that species."

To "chase" and "to follow along with" are among the top definitions of the word “pursue.” It's my opinion that these
activities are an intrinsic part of today's whale watching scene.

Attempts to further narrow the definition of pursue should be recognized for what they are — a chance to minimize the
illegal behavior of many whale watch operators and private boaters.

3) Soundwatch has supplied a lot of the data to NOAA. In considering how to interpret the data, | hope that everyone
keeps in mind that Soundwatch is not an independent body but instead has historically relied for funding and support from
many people in the whale watch industry. (The specific numbers are currently unavailable because Soundwatch does not
post this data.)

With this in mind, it's interesting to note that when specifically measuring "in-path" incidents for its mid-season 2009 report,
Soundwatch observed that 88 incidents were caused by professional whale watching boats and 155 were caused by
private boats. It's likely that most, if not all, of the professional whale watch boats know what the Soundwatch boat looks
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Comments on Proposed Rules governing Southern Residents

like - so this provides a snapshot of what happens when the Soundwatch boat is on the scene and the professionals know
their conduct is being monitored.

Everyone seems to acknowledge that the presence of Soundwatch affects behavior - which is why | don't think it makes
sense to extrapolate these numbers in a linear fashion to describe what happens when Soundwatch is NOT on the scene.
And in fact, although Kari Koski has been quoted publicly as saying private boats cause most of the problems, her
conclusion is not consistent with my observations from land. | think a more accurate statement from the Soundwatch team
might be: "We have data on what happens when Soundwatch has an active presence. When Soundwatch is on the water,
private industry accounts for more than a third of the "in-path" incidents, with private boats accounting for the rest. We
don't have good numbers for what happens when Soundwatch is not on the water."

The bottom line is that | am grateful to the NOAA scientists for making the recovery of the whales a top priority and |
support the newly proposed regulations. ‘

Sincerely,

Monica Harrington

Monicah428@hotmail.com

(206) 399-9876 - mobile
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new laws to better protect Orcas
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Subject: new laws to better protect Orcas
From: Linda Martens <xtendent@telus.net>
Date: Wed, 12 Aug 2009 19:44:49 -0700
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

No fine is too huge!
This is the only way to deter human idiots!

Please create strong laws to deter boat traffic.

sincerely,
L. Martens
Vancouver, B.C
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Fwd: Re: Proposed Killer Whale Vessel Regulations]
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Subject: [Fwd: Re: Proposed Killer Whale Vessel Regulations]
From: Janet Sears <Janet.Sears@noaa.gov>

Date: Thu, 06 Aug 2009 07:29:24 -0700

To: Lynne Barre <Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov>

———————— Original Message --------

Subject: Re: Proposed Killer Whale Vessel Regulations
Date: Wed, 05 Aug 2009 23:36:40 -0700 (PDT)

From: Gretchen Mueller <gmueller@brandexplore.com>

To: Janet Sears <Janet.Sears@noaa.gov>

References: <4A6F2C75.8070705@no0aa.gov>

Awesome awesome awesome!! Thank you and NOAA so much for making the
welfare of the whales a priority!

Kind Regards,

Gretchen Mueller

% % de de d Kk Kk Kk kv ok ok ke ke e ke ok ok ok ok ok ke ok ok ok

Gretchen K Mueller
Brand Explorations
Ph 888-828-2874

On Tue, July 28, 2009 9:51 am, Janet Sears wrote:

Apologies for any duplicate notices. You commented on our advance notice
of proposed rulemaking for potential vessel regulations. We've just
released the proposed regulations and wanted to ensure that you're aware
of them.

Fisheries Service Proposes New Rules to Safeguard Puget Sound?s Killer
Whales
Endangered Whales Could Be Given Wider Berth, Safety Zone

NOAA?s Fisheries Service is proposing new rules on vessel traffic aimed
at further protecting Southern Resident killer whales in Washington?s
Puget Sound. These large marine mammals, the subject of intense
curiosity from kayakers to tourists crowding the decks of commercial
whale-watching vessels, were added to the Endangered Species list in
late 2005.

The proposed rules would prohibit vessels from approaching any killer
whale closer than 200 yards and forbid vessels from intercepting or
parking in the path of a whale. In addition, the proposed regulations
would set up a half-mile-wide no-go zone along the west side of San Juan
Island from May 1 through the end of September where generally no
vessels would be allowed.

?The idea here is to give these remarkable animals even more real,
meaningful protection,? said Barry Thom, acting head of the agency?s
Northwest regional office. ?Without it, we would undercut the hard work
we are all doing to recover the species by improving the sound?s water
quality and recovering salmon, the killer whale?s primary food.?

The fisheries agency said there would be exemptions to the rules for
some vessels, including those actively fishing commercially, cargo
vessels travelling in established shipping lanes, and government and
research vessels. The no-go zone would also have limited exceptions for
land owners accessing private property adjacent to it.

While Southern Resident whales are also threatened by degraded water
quality in the sound and lack of prey, primarily salmon, biologists have
known for years that vessel traffic may be tied to their low numbers.

The whales, which depend on their highly sophisticated sonar to navigate
and find food, can be affected by underwater noise from boats and
disturbed by vessels that approach too close or block their paths. The
population peaked at 97 animals in the 1990s and then declined to 79 in
2001. It currently stands at 85 whales. The agency?s recovery plan,
released in early 2008, calls for actions to reduce disturbance from
vessels.

If adopted, the earliest the rule would take effect would be May 2010.
The agency said it will hold public meetings Sept. 30 in Seattle and
Oct. 5 in Friday Harbor for people to learn more about the proposed
rules. The public comment period on them closes Oct. 27, 2009.

9/2/2009 12:55 PM



[Fwd: Re: Proposed Killer Whale Vessel Regulations]

See the Web at
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Marine-Mammals/Whales-Dolphins-Porpoise/Killer-Whales/ESA-Status/Orca-Vessel-Regs.cfm
for more information.
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Proposed Regulations

Subject: Proposed Regulations

From: sharon <sharonlaurel@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 07:45:00 -0700
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I was very grateful to see that NOAA has proposed new limits on how close boats
will be allowed to view orcas and the setting up of a half-mile-wide no-go zone
along the west side of San Juan Island. I live on Anacortes and over the last
several years have watched with alarm how the orca pods are hounded by increasingly
larger numbers of watercraft, usually following the lead of a professional
whale-watching boat. I have not understood how these whales can be classified an
endangered species and still allowed to be constantly harassed by noisy boats. We
have many high viewing points above the water where the whales can be observed and
enjoyed.

Thank you for proposing this increased protection for this amazing, but dwindling,

population.

Sharon Laurel
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Orcas
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Subject: Orcas

From: dpstrand@rockisland.com

Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 12:52:03 -0700 (PDT)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I believe that the current restrictions of 100 yards is plenty for viewing
of the Orcas. I have worked at the Whale Museum and at Wolf Hollow , a
wildlife sanctuary. I try and support the Whae watching business but
going out as often as I can afford it. I have Never seen abuse, only
caring and respectful watching. As far as Kyakers go, it is ridiculas to
think that they are a problem to the orca. I have watched them from
shore, they cannot keep up with the Orca not do they harass them. Isn't
there some middle ground we can reach here? Our very lively hood will go
our the window. the Orca are the very reason people come to the Islands.
There will be people who go too far in every situation. If you make it
impossible to see the orca from a boat the problems will then be visted on
our precious shorelines. the amount of people visting the park and
getting frustrated or plain mad that there are too many people to see
them, the trash and the distruction of fragile habitat simply by the
amount of footsteps on our shoreline. Someone please think before we go
off half cocked and take away the right to see these wonderful, revered
and loved animals. Thank you for listening, Paulette Strandberg

9/2/2009 12:22 PM



Proposed Vessel Regulations for Killer Whales

Subject: Proposed Vessel Regulations for Killer Whales
From: Jeff Faubel <jeff.faubel@neustar.biz>
Date: Mon, 03 Aug 2009 12:08:28 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

| applaud your efforts to increase the current 100 yard buffer for whale watching tours to 200 yards.

Question: how do you intend to enforce it? | frequently kayak the waters inhabited by the Orcas and
frequently see whale watching boats openly flaunt the voluntary 100 year buffer.

Also | assume kayak are not affected by the proposed rules as they don’t contribute to the noise
pollution problem?

Thanks

Jeff Faubel
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Proposed Orca regulations

Subject: Proposed Orca regulations

From: Maradel Gale <mkgale@uoregon.edu>
Date: Tue, 04 Aug 2009 09:25:00 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov '

To: NOAA decision-makers

I wholeheartedly support the proposed rules for greater protection of the
orca resident population in the Salish Sea. As much as it is wonderful for
people to be able to see the orcas up close and personal, since it is known
that the sound of boats within 200 yards is bothering them, this new rule is a
no-brainer. Yes, there may be economic impacts on the companies that
provide tours on the water to seek out the orcas. But a far greater economic
impact will follow if the whales are disrupted from their foraging, for
example, to the point that they can no longer survive in their own waters.
This is just one of many situations where we must put the welfare of the
animals over the economic benefits to an industry. And if people really want
to get up close to the orcas, they can spend time at Lime Kiln Park, among
other places, where the orcas do come near shore.

Thank you for considering my comments, which are strongly in favor of the
proposed new regulations.

Maradel Gale

239 Parfitt Way SW, #2A
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
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comments on new proposed regulations

Subject: comments on new proposed regulations
From: expeditionpaddlers@gmail.com

Date: Wed, 05 Aug 2009 10:33:48 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA,

We would like to extend our support for the need to adopt the new proposed, greater
distance regulations protecting the Endangered Southern Resident Orca whales.

The current situation on the westside of San Juan island, allowing commercial kayak businesses to
launch at the county park and take thousands of customers a year to paddle in the protected waters
towards Lime Kiln completely disrespects these animals and nullifies the whole point of mandating it
as a current 'no-go' zone. We have sat along the shores of the island, watching countless, blatant
kayakers violate the current Whale wise guidelines as they paddle directly at approaching whales,
etc...

We have spent time observing the Northern Resident Orcas up in Johnstone Strait near the Robson
Bight Orca Sanctuary, which is strictly a no-go zone for ALL craft (except those fishermen with
exceptions) and support the need for a similar 'Orca Sanctuary' to be developed here in the Pacific
Northwest for the Southern Residents.

I also would like to add that after personally working on two different commercial whale-watching
vessels in the past two years as both a deckhand and naturalist, the Victoria Star 2 - from Bellingham
and the Mystic Sea- from Anacortes, I became aware of the fact that neither of these two boats, along
with the Island Explorer2, another Anacortes-based vessel, are pumping out the their onboard sewage
at the free pump out docks within the marinas they moore at. Instead, they are choosing to empty it
into the San Juan waters while on their 'wildlife tours' May-Oct. I have expressed my concerns to
Senator Kevin Ranker, who has stated he too is concerned and will look into this matter. I ask you to
please work together with Mr. Ranker and the USCG to include stricter sewage dumping regulations
prohibiting this unnecessary and unethical polluting practice by these local business owners who seem
to care more about the dollar signs going into their pockets than the integrity of the Puget Sound
waters and health of the Southern Resident Orcas.

Thank you for your time,
Sincerely,

Jim and Nadja Zimmerman
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Proprosed protective regulations for NW killer whales

Subject: Proprosed protective regulations for NW killer whales
From: Christina Price <christinamareep@comcast.net>

Date: Mon, 10 Aug 2009 20:03:08 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

The Southern Resident Killer Whales captured my attention when | first moved to the Northwest 30+
years ago, and ever since then | have read every book, article, research paper, etc. that | could find.
Each year my husband and | have traveled to the San Juans in June and September to take whale
watching excursions. While | thoroughly enjoyed these excursions | often wondered about the impact of
the boats, sometimes a dozen or so at a time, following the whales around (at the legal distance), the
noise of the engines, and the occasional boater violating the rules (whether by accident or deliberately)
by driving right into the whales' paths. | recently read an opinion that made me realize what it must be
like for the whales. The writer described that taking whale watching boat excursions is the equivalent of
following wolves around their natural habitat, maintaining the proper distance of course, in all-terrain
vehicles. When | read that statement my heart sank. All these years | have been taking whale watching
trips to see my beloved orcas in their natural habitat, mindlessly disrupting the lives of these beautiful,
intelligent creatures. Instead of contributing to the solution | was contributing to the problem! It is now
clear to me that whale watching excursions have to be stopped altogether. That is why | fully support
proposed regulations that further restrict vessels from approaching killer whales and prohibit vessels
from entering a conservation area during a defined season. If the whale watching industry is truly
concerned about the welfare of killer whales, and the Southern Resident whales in particular, they
should also whole-heartedly support the proposed regulations. We must take every step possible,
immediately, to save these precious whales from extinction.
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New vessel regulations to help Orcas
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Subject: New vessel regulations to help Orcas

From: Gretchen Mueller <gmueller@brandexplore.com>
Date: Wed, 05 Aug 2009 22:36:24 -0700 (PDT)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA Team:

Thank you so much for recognizing that we must do many things to help the
Southern Resident Orcas--cleaning up our waters, restoring salmon runs,
and providing the orcas with a harassment-free environment in which to
hunt! Kudos for proposing stricter vessel regulations (1/2 mile no-go
zone and 200 yards away)--this may not be the only reason our orcas are in
crises, but research shows that vessels do interfere with the orcas'’
ability to hunt and eat. Your new regulations are much needed, and will
help!! Thanks for taking this great step!!

Tom & Gretchen Mueller
Friday Harbor & Seattle WA

AR EEEEREEEEEEEREEEESEEREERESRHE.]
Gretchen K Mueller

Brand Explorations

Ph 888-828-2874
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Orca Plan

Subject: Orca Plan

From: Brian Fleming <brianf@suckerpunch.com>
Date: Thu, 30 Jul 2009 00:14:18 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I'm generally in favor of this no-go zone. 1I'm also a regular salt-water boater, a
recreational fisherman, and my kids adopted an orca (L-77, Matia) for the last
couple years.

But the key reason I am writing is I think there are inappropriate exceptions in
the proposed rules. Allowing commercial and tribal fisheries is in my view a
mistake, and also unfair.

It's a mistake because this is an endangered species we are dealing with. If we're
going to be serious about this issue, we can't make exceptions for convenience.
Certainly commercial and tribal fishing have their rights curtailed to meet ESA
restrictions and impacts -- I am confused why they would be allowed to have their
impacts remain on these orcas, while other user groups (recreational, whale
watching) would be banned. I can perhaps see that homeowner exceptions might be
reasonable, but beyond that I think there are too many compromises here.

Furthermore, I think the principles of fairness to the fishermen -- including
recreational -- mean that you can't discriminate against one user group over the
others in terms of applying ESA restrictions. No boats means no boats.

So count me as a supporter--but ONLY if the rules apply to commercial and tribal
fishing, as well.

Brian Fleming

4721 91st Ave NE
Yarrow Point, WA 98004

1of1 9/2/2009 12:24 PM



[Fwd: public comment killer whales]

Subject: [Fwd: public comment killer whales]
From: PR Webmaster <Pr. Webmaster@noaa.gov>
Date: Thu, 30 Jul 2009 09:57:44 -0400

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

This comment was sent to the PR Webmaster email box--

-------- Original Message --------
Subject:public comment killer whales
Date:Wed, 29 Jul 2009 11:05:07 -0700 (PDT)
From:p dasovich <pdasovich@yahoo.com>
To:Pr.Webmaster@noaa.gov

Dear Sir or Madam,

I would like to comment on the proposal for the restrictions to killer whale watching boats in the northwest
corner of Washington, however, | cannot find a public comment section for this on your website. | am fairly
computer savvy and am concerned that others will not be able to comment if they can't find how to do so.

If there isn't one and this email is the method through which to comment, then please note:

I am a lifelong Washington State resident who is in favor of such further restrictions. Having been on three
whale watching "tours" throughout the San Juan Islands throughout my life, each time | left feeling unnerved
that the whales' overall health and protection were being exploited and violated at the expense of a for-profit
industry. The three different whale watching organizations that ran these boats were able to drive straight
through the whale's path and turn off their engines just before the whales passed directly under the boat.
These trips were from 2000-2007. If the oil, gas, current and traffic haven't been proven yet to affect the
whales, surely the amount of noise pollution from the boat must interfere with whales' communication. | amin
favor of the limits in distance a boat can get to whales and also in favor of a no-boat-zone near San Juan
Island.

If this is not the correct site to make a public comment, please let me know or forward my comment to the
correct location. Thank you for taking measures to protect our natural environment.

Regards,

Patricia A. D. Yunge
1323 Old Samish Road
Bellingham, WA 98299
360-671-5561
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in full support of the rules

Subject: in full support of the rules

From: Monica Harrington <monica@picnik.com>
Date: Thu, 30 Jul 2009 09:11:02 -0500

To: "orca.plan@noaa.gov" <Orca.Plan@noaa.gov>

| enthusiastically support the new rules. Our property is on the SW side of the island, in the vicinity of Pile
Point. Just offshore is one of the prime feeding areas, and the orcas are often there multiple times a day.

We witness the incessant hounding of the Orcas on a regular basis and want to see it stop.

My husband and | have tracked the issue closely and understand the consequences. As boaters ourselves,
we believe the new rules are absolutely necessary.

Sincerely,

Monica Harrington
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West coast of San Juan Island

Subject: West coast of San Juan Island

From: Aaron Peterson <apeterson@industrialcu.org>
Date: Thu, 30 Jul 2009 11:45:01 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Allowing exemptions for commercial fishermen while banning everyone else is absolutely absurd.
The same rules for everyone!

Aaron Peterson

11 Marigold Drive

Bellingham, WA 98229
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I support the new proposed 200 yd distance for boats

Subject: I support the new proposed 200 yd distance for boats
From: Bryony Angell <bryony_angell@hotmail.com>

Date: Fri, 31 Jul 2009 16:15:59 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

As an advocate for our native wildlife, I strongly support new rules dictating increased boat
distance from our native orca whale population in Puget Sound.

This summer I saw, from land, one of the larger pods (20 to 30 whales) passing Lopez island's
southern end. They were accompanied by 3 whale watching boats, and several pleasure boats,
and I am happy to report that all the boats were observing the current voluntary 100 yd rule.
There was no harrassment visible and the whales passed by at their own pace over the course of
30 minutes.

However, I support increased distance even so. And I am disappointed that some vessels are
exempt from any rules, such as shipping vessels and the pilot boats that accompany them. Such
boats should be aware of the seasonal migration of the orca, their increased presence at certain
times of the year, and heed a lower speed limit at the very least.

Thank you for permitting me to comment, and I hope this rule passes and allows for greater
enforcement of protection against boat harrassment for our orca.

Thanks very much
Ms. Bryony Angell

1718 NE 124th St
Seattle WA 98125

Windows Live™ SkyDrive™: Store, access, and share your photos. See how.
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No Go Zone
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Subject: No Go Zone

From: Patrick Kirby <otter@rockisland.com>
Date: Wed, 29 Jul 2009 09:05:51 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Hello,

You should extend the “no go zone” southward to Cattle Point.

You should add a zone along the west side of Henry Island.
Thank you,

Patrick Kirby

426 Mountain Shadows Lane,

Friday Harbor, WA 98250

Information from ESET NOD32 Antivirus, version of virus signature database 4288

(20090729)
The message was checked by ESET NOD32 Antivirus.

http://www.eset.com
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Comment on Orca Recovery Plan: Regulation of Vessel Effects

Subject: Comment on Orca Recovery Plan: Regulation of Vessel Effects
From: oap@whalemuseum.org

Date: Wed, 29 Jul 2009 09:38:11 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA:

BRAVO!!l Thank you for strenthening protective measures for our iconic Southern Resident Killer
Whales. | fully support expanding the approach zone to 200 yards and am thrilled about the proposed
half mile no-go zone. As a resident of San Juan Island | look out from shore and see DOZENS of boats
at a time in pursuit of the whales on a daily basis. Private boaters are the WORST and need strong
sanctions for their dangerous behaviors. Thank you for your efforts to protect this wonderful species.

Nikki Ruggiero

135 Quail Crossing Road
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
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Comment

Subject: Comment

From: Christopher Hodgkin <chodgkin@rockisland.com>
Date: Wed, 29 Jul 2009 10:41:31 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I just hope this isn't too little, too late.
From where we live, on the west side of San Juan Island, we routinely see vessels, both private and
commercial whale watch vessels, intentionally getting right into the path of whales, driving far too

close to them, and otherwise putting their selfish desire for a close-up experience of the orca whales
ahead of the needs, interests, and health of the whales.

These regulations will at least help protect our endangered whales -- IF you also commit sufficient
resources to enforce these regulations. A regulation does no good if it is not enforced.

Christopher Hodgkin
San Juan Island
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON FEDERAL REGISTER

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT ON FEDERAL REGISTER

From: jean public <jeanpublic@yahoo.com>

Date: Wed, 29 Jul 2009 12:16:25 -0700 (PDT)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov, AMERICANVOICES@MAIL.HOUSE.GOV,
CONTACT@HARPSEALS.ORG, FOE@FOE.ORG

1. PUT A ONE MILLION DOLLAR FINE ON ANY SHIP THAT HITS OR KILLS A WHALE. IF FINE
NOT PAID, SEIZE THE SHIP.

2. ESTABLISH SANCTUARIES WHERE NO SHIP CAN GO AT ANY TIME. THAT IS AN EASY WAY TO
TELL WHERE THEY SHOULD NOT BE.

3. GET THE US NAVY TO STOP BOMBING THE HELL OUT OF SHIPS OFF CALIFORNIA. THE
MIGRATING WHALES ARE BOMBED TO DEATH BY THE UNNECESSARY "PRACTICE" OF TRAINING
SAILORW, WHO EVIDENTLY CANT BE TRAINED WITHOUT DESTROYING WHALES.

4. GET THE SEISMIC ACTIVITY SHIPS FROM LA JOLLS TO STOP PUTTING TERRIBLE SOUND IN
THE OCEAN SO THAT THE WHALES CANT HEAR AND IN FACT HAVE BLOOD HEMORRHAGES AND DIE.
5. MAKE SHIPS USE THEIR RADAR AND STAY L/2 MILE FROM ANY WHALE AT ALL TIMES, NOT
200 YARDS.

6. MAKE THE FISHING COUNCILS REDUCE WHAT THE COMMERCIAL FISH PROFITEERS TAKE FROM
THE SEA. THIS GROUP IS TERRIBLY CORRUPT AND TAKES 3 TIMES WHAT THEY ARE QUOTAED TO
TAKE. ENFORCEMENT NEEDS TO TAKE PLACE TO SEE WHAT THEY BRING IN TO SELL. SURPRISE
POLICE ACTION TO SEE WHAT THEY TELL YOU THEY CAUGHT AND WHAT THEY ACTUALLY CAUGHT.
THIS STEALING FROM THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HAS BEEN GOING ON FAR TOO LONG. OUR KIDS
WORLD IS BEING RIPPED OFF.

JEAN PUBLIC 15 ELM ST FLORHAM PARK NJ07932

--- On Wed, 7/29/09, jean public <jeanpublic@yahoo.com> wrote:

From: jean public <jeanpublic@yahoo.com>

Subject: ONE MILLION DOLLAR FINE ON SHIP OWNER FOR KILLING A WHALE OR HITTING IT
To: JEANPUBLIC@YAHOO.COM

Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2009, 11:01 AM

[Federal Register: July 29, 2009

(Volume 74, Number 144)]

[Proposed Rules]

[Page 37674-37686]

From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access
[wais.access.gpo.gov]

[DOCID: fr29jy09-441]

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
50 CFR Part 224

[Docket No. 070821475-81493-01]
RIN 0648-AV15

Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest
Region

Under the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal
Protection Act

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National
Oceanic and
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Orca Recovery Plan Input

Subject: Orca Recovery Plan Input

From: Brandon Guard <brandon.r.guard@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 30 Jul 2009 10:07:02 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I know that this is rather informal, but please do not forget about the many recreational fisherman that
primarily use the 1/2 mile from shore for both bottom fishing and salmon fishing. The West side of
San Juan Island is one of the most productive fishing areas in the San Juans and most of the salmon
reside where most of the whales are...makes sense that the whales will follow their food source.
Creating a shore setback for ALL boats will all but eliminate the very productive recreational salmon
and bottom fishing that occurs there at precisely the dates you have proposed. Furthermore, people
engaged in the act of recreational fishing are powered off if they are fishing for bottom fish and they
are trolling, typically with a low horsepower and relatively quiet "kicker" motor, like most people do
in the area for salmon. Both of these options are very quiet. Recreational fisherman typically do not
make up a large number of boats or space occupied on the water and do not seek to follow whales.
Actually, whales kind of ruin a fishing hole for an hour or so because the fish are fleeing from their
predators so whales aren't desireable on a typical fishing outing.

In Summary: A 1/2 mile setback will all but eliminate recreational fishing in one of the most fertile
fishing grounds in the San Juans. Please keep the law in respect to the whales, not the shoreline or
allow people actively involved in recreational fishing the right to exist there.

Some Suggestions, Understandably Unreasonable:

1) If you REALLY want to protect whales and end boat harassment of them, BAN commercial whale
watching. It would rock our local economy and several individual businesses. All they do is follow
whales for financial gain. I cannot thing of something more disrupting to an endangered species. It is
the equivalent of a paparazzi which is not fair to these animals.

2) End the Canadian whale watch boats which come over from Victoria and other places to view the
whales. I know they come from there because I watch them, and they are conducting their business in
US waters and disturbing the resident whales we intend to protect.

Please send me correspondence and sign me up for your mailing list. I would like to stay informed as
I have been an avid fisherman since I was very young and would like to ensure that my children can
fish sustainabily in the same areas that I did.

Thanks and good luck with your proposal.

Brandon Guard
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San Juan vessel regulation comments
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Subject: San Juan vessel regulation comments
From: Jim Gizzi <jagizzi@gmail.com>

Date: Fri, 15 Jan 2010 07:45:33 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

I do not see a link to make public comments on the proposed new regulations.

We spent a week on San Juan Island. It was exceptional in that every day we saw
multiple pods of Orca. It was frustrating in that every day we also saw vessels
encroaching on the pods. These were not isolated incidents. Every pod had boats
tracking them, crossing their path, or parking in their path.

The whales avoided the boats but it was disheartening to see some of the vessels
making way directly over the Orca at high speed. Had a whale surfaced it would
have been killed or severely injured.

We also noticed that the whale watching boats maintained their distance and did not
cross the paths of the whales. It was always private vessels, cruisers and
fishermen.

My daughter, 8 years old, was able to see the implications of the many boats in
proximity to the many whales. This is not rocket science. The pressure was heavy
and unending. The rules need to be strengthened for the sake of the wildlife, not
adjusted to accommodate the scores of people watching them from ever shrinking
distances.

The whales are trying to survive, the people are on vacation. Survival should
trump vacation.

Jim Gizzi
6804 NE 209th St.
Battle Ground, WA 98604

360 687-0386

HComment on Vessel Regulation.eml

“vessel restrictions regarding Orca, West side of San Juan Island.emlf

iSRKW comment.emﬂ l

}From: Clark Casebolt, Outdoor Odysseys Kayak Tours.emli

iNOAA’s Fisheries Service proposal of new rules.eml’

!Proposed Killer Whale Vessel Regulations.emll
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Subject: New Vessel Rules

From: David Mahan <dmahan@drizzle.com>
Date: Tue, 28 Jul 2009 16:26:21 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I am a resident of the southwest side of San Juan Island. I am completely in favor
of the proposed rules, and hope that the half-mile no-go area will extend as far
east as Cattle Pass. (I haven't seen a map of the proposed area.) I think that
extending the no-go area to a mile offshore would be even better.

David Mahan

120 Halfmoon rd.
Friday Harbor

1ofl 9/2/2009 12:25 PM



posed killer whale vessel regulations

Subject: proposed killer whale vessel regulations
From: Suzanne Pingree <suzy.pingree(@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, 28 Jul 2009 17:22:47 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Thank you for this proposal. I hope it passes. I live on the west side of San
Juan Island, and I watch pleasure craft routinely violate our current ordinance.
When we can, we call Soundwatch or the sheriff and take photos, but it is clear
that we need the 1/2 mile exclusion zone. It's not the whale watch boats, by the
way. It's the power boats, sailboats, sports fishing boats, kayaks and small
outboard boats who seem oblivious to the rule. I sometimes think they don't
realize it applies to them, not just the whale watch boats. The whale watch boats
actually help -- they mark where the whales are, and I've only seen one or two of
them violate the 100 meter rule.
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port for the new regulations on vessels and orca whales

Subject: support for the new regulations on vessels and orca whales
From: Rob Toledo <Rob.Toledo@razorfish.com>

Date: Tue, 28 Jul 2009 22:04:02 -0700

To: "orca.plan@noaa.gov" <Orca.Plan@noaa.gov>

Hello,

My wife and | live in Seattle and are lucky enough to spend a significant amount of time at a family home on
San Juan Island, specifically on the west facing shore near False Bay. In fact, we were married there. It the
most beautiful place we know. We watch the orcas almost all summer from the shore in amazement. The
beauty of the orcas will never cease to amaze us.

Over the past couple of years we have watched an increasingly number of whale watching boats encroach on
the whales. We desperately want to see the rules changed and enforced. Please let us know what we can do
to help your efforts.

Thanks,

Rob and Gillian Toledo

rob toledo

senior account director

razorfish

direct 206 816 8720 | mobile 206 852 6140 | fax 206 816 8808

This email message contains information which may be confidential and proprietary Razorfish™, LLC. or its affiliates and is for the exclusive and confidential use of the designated and
intended recipient. Any other distribution or use is unauthorized and strictly prohibited. If you received this message in error, please advise the sender by reply email at
rob.toledo@razorfish.com and immediately delete the message. All personal messages express views solely of the sender, which are not to be attributed to Razorfish™, LLC. and may
not be copied or distributed without this disclaimer.
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No Go Zone by our third grade class
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Subject: No Go Zone by our third grade class

From: Dianne Hertzberg <dianne.hertzberg@shorelineschools.org>

Date: Fri, 15 Jan 2010 15:12:06 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

CC: Laura Ploudre <laura.ploudre@shorelineschools.org>, jeff@killerwhaletales.org

Dear Law Makers,
We are a third grade class at Parkwood Elementary in the Shoreline School District. We are
sending this email so the Orcas can have a

No Go Zone. We think the No Go Zone is important because whales are safe there, because they
won't have boats there.

We are afraid that the whales won't be able to find food because of sound pollution from boats. We
need a No Go Zone because now there is

not much food for the whales, there are toxic chemicals and people should stop using them because
orcas will die.

They don't have enough quiet room to raise their babies because it would be too loud. It would be
hard for the babies to listen and learn

how to get food. If we lived like that we might get sick so maybe the orcas would too. They are
under a lot of stress and that is not healthy

for them. With a No Go Zone the whales could find food more easily and have a safer place to live
and raise their babies.
The no boat zone is important because the orcas might get hurt by a boat. If he orcas make sound,

and there is a bunch of boats near

them, the sound comes back from the boat, the orcas think that the boat is their food, they might swim
towards the boat, and they could get cut

by the propeller. If the whales come up to breathe near a boat and there is exhaust near, they might
breathe it in, and that is not healthy for

them. If there were fewer boats the orcas could stay away.
Orcas are important because they are a living part of nature. We are helping by trying not to
waste paper and water. If we save water it will

help the orcas by giving the salmon more water to live in. Some of us are taking shorter showers.
We are also trying to save electricity too.
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No Go Zone by our third grade class

We adopted Hy' Shqa (J-37). She is nine years old just like us. We hope that you can help us so that
Hy Shqa can grow up and have babies.

We want them to have a good life. We want them to make bigger families. We want them to be
happy with their lives and have more space, food,

water, and shelter. We want them not to be on the endangered list.

Could you please help us by changing the law so that the orcas can have a No Go Zone. We can't
change the law because we are kids,

so we are asking you to change the law. If the orcas are sick and dying there will be no more orcas. If
the orcas' habitat is not healthy

our world is not healthy either. Our world will collapse if we don't take care of our earth. Please
help the orcas not be on the endangered list

by making a bigger No Go Zone. They should live in peace like us.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Hertzberg's Third Grade Class
Parkwood Elementary

Shoreline School District
206-368-4150

Dianne Hertzberg
Parkwood Elementary
dianne.hertzberg@shorelineschools.org
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No-Go Zone

Subject: No-Go Zone

From: mattdennis@yahoo.com

Date: Thu, 01 Oct 2009 01:50:08 +0000
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I totally support the creation of this zone.

I am a sailboater, living in Bellingham, WA. We boaters can live with it--the orcas
can't live without it.

Matt Dennis
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry
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sustainability of Puget Sound resources

Subject: sustainability of Puget Sound resources
From: walter corbin <wcorbin@rockisland.com>
Date: Mon, 12 Oct 2009 14:19:14 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Sadly, long range planning and its lack of the recognition of sustainable
ecosystems, has and will continue to create crisis situations. Our legislators and
planners must consider ways that will not adversely affect our environment and the
creatures that live therein. I hope that this also includes our native Orca
population and the food source that it depends on. Please be diligent in your
studies and common sense methods of protection. Walter Corbin. Olga WA.
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We appose this action

Subject: We appose this action

From: SEA <stevesanders@verizon.net>
Date: Tue, 06 Oct 2009 08:18:41 -0700
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

As an active boater, it has been my experience that recational boater respect the rights of the animals -

the whale watching boats however need better supervision.
Steve Sanders
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ORCA RECOVERY PLAN

Subject: ORCA RECOVERY PLAN

From: Kim Secunda <ksecunda@centurytel.net>
Date: Thu, 01 Oct 2009 13:11:33 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

| SUPPORT THE PLAN 100%. THE LESS WE INTERFERE WITH THE HABITAT THE BETTER.
PLEASE SEE THAT EFFORTS ARE FOLLOWED UP WITH ENFORCEMENT, THIS IS A WEAK LINK
THAT NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED.PERHAPS SOME MEANS OF COMPENSATION TO DEFRAY
THE LOSS OF REVENUE CAN BE A BALM TO THE DISGRUNTLED, RETRAINING/ LAND BASED
EDUCATION SUBSIDY....IT REMINDS ME OF THE LOGGING STORY.

ONE BENEFIT OTHER THAN REDUCED STRESSORS TO THE ORCA IS THAT WE WILL BENEFIT
FROM IMPROVED SCIENTIFIC DATA WHEN THE VARIABLES ARE REDUCED. IT WILL BE GREAT
WHEN WE CAN ADDRESS THE SONIC DAMAGES TOO.

KEEP TO A STRONG PLAN. THE ORCAS BELONG TO THE PLANET NOT TO THE SMALL MINDED
SELF INTERESTED ISLANDERS. THE ISLANDS DO NOT HAVE A GOOD TRACK RECORD IN
STEWARDSHIP OR MORAL RESPONSIBILITY. WE WILL ALL HAVE TO TIGHTEN OUR BELTS AND
WALK UPRIGHT THROUGH THIS - WE ARE IN ECOLOGICAL CRISIS AS YOU KNOW.

THANK YOU
KIM SECUNDA
BEACHWATCHER ,

MARINE NATURALIST

BA ZOOLOGY

MOTHER AND CONCERNED CITIZEN

*PLEASE KEEP THIS CORRESPONDENCE CONFIDENTIAL
kimsecunda21@yahoo.com

Orcas Island 360-376-2510
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Comments on Killer Vessel Rule

Subject: Comments on Killer Vessel Rule
From: druscilla keenan <keenan.dru@me.com>
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 19:07:13 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear Ms. Barre,

I am writing to formally comment upon the Killer Whale Vessel Rule. I fully
support the rule and hope for its full adoption. I think it is important to
provide killer whales space and peace so that they can hunt and feed undisturbed.
I fully support prohibiting vessels from approaching killer whales closer than 200
yards at any time and I fully support the set up of a half mile wide no go zone
along the west side of San Juan Island which would prohibit vessels from entering
the area between May 1 and end of September. While the tourist boat industry may
claim it will negatively impact their businesses, I believe that in the bigger
picture, it will not. I believe that all will adjust to the restrictions and won't
diminish those interested in seeing orcas. Furthermore, not establishing these
rules, there eventually won't be any orcas to see.

Good going--finally some real action to help protect these magnificent
creatures. Salmon on which orcas feed are down in numbers. We need to adopt these
rules to increase the odds that when orcas hunt for salmon they'll be more
successful. That's likely to happen if orcas aren't constantly interrupted by
boaters.

If this is not the appropriate venue for comment, please let me know. I do want my
comment to be counted. Thanks.

Sincerely,
Druscilla Keenan
330 Dewey Pl. E
Seattle, WA 98112
keenan.dru@me.com
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Subject: vessel restrictions

From: carol baisley <carol baisley@telus.net>
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 20:07:43 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Roger Obayashi

Wild Whales Vancouver
1806 Mast Tower Road,
Vancouver, BC, Canada
V6H 4B6

Assistant Regional Administrator
Protected Resources Division
Northwest Regional Office
National Marine Fisheries Service
7600 Sand Point Way NE

Seattle WA 98115

January 8, 2010
To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is in response to the proposed new regulations regarding vessel behavior in the
presence of resident and transient orcas in Washington State.

My name is Roger Obayashi and I own and manage a whale watching company based in
Vancouver, Canada. We have been operating for 6 years and have 15 employees. Our concern is that
if these proposals become law we will lose a large part of our business, which may be enough to put
us and others under.

I was a commercial salmon fisherman for 30 years. Approximately 15 years ago the federal
fisheries biologists here in Canada determined that the decline of salmon on the west coast was due to
overfishing, mainly from the commercial sector. Instead of putting their efforts into habitat
restoration, changing forestry practices and monitoring the impact of fish farms, they took the easy
route and slowly cut back on the commercial salmon fishery along the British Columbia coast. Today,
we are faced with a critical decline in salmon stocks and the certain demise of that fishery. Even with
no commercial fishery, salmon stocks are at their all time low. Fishery and Oceans’ tactic of
eliminating a user group and not addressing the core reasons of salmon stock decline has led us to this
point, where the return of any healthy runs are decades away, and that is mainly wishful thinking on
their part.

Now I am in the whale watching business, and again am faced with the prospect of being
pushed out of making a living, because some of you think that by applying a 200 yard viewing
distance and other vessel restrictions is the best way to help orcas with their recovery. I see a similar
pattern here. Instead of addressing the core reasons, food supply and clean waterways, you are going
after whale watchers and vessels in general. We know that “J” pod is doing better than the others as
far as increasing numbers, this in spite of the fact that they spend more time amongst the vessels and
traffic that you think are contributing to their endangered status. How do you account for that? If
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vessel restrictions

interactions with boats are harmful to orcas shouldn’t “J” pod be the least productive? I don’t believe
that you’re so called ‘science’ ads up, it doesn’t make sense. I believe that you are taking the easy
route and that your recommendations will not help the orcas at all. Unless you are willing to tackle the
real reasons, food supply and habitat, these orcas will be in the same sad state as our salmon stocks.

I suggest that the Be Whale Wise guidelines be made into law and that most of the time, effort
and money be spent on salmon enhancement and educating the public. We would be happy to
contribute in all of these areas and believe that with all parties working together, we will see a gradual
increase in SRKW’s numbers. They seem to be doing quite well, as it is, but we do need to ensure that
their food supply is plentiful and available. I can not stress that enough.

Sincerely,

Roger Obayashi
Wild Whales Vancouver
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Subject: Orca

From: Emily Edwards <crystalenergies@peoplepc.com>
Date: Thu, 01 Oct 2009 22:55:36 -0700 (GMT-07:00)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA,

I am writing as a resident of Washington State in regards to the vessel
regulations around areas where Orca will be traveling and eating. I very much
support more regulations on vessels to help protect and give peace to the Orca.

I do not believe those peoples opinions who have business interests in the area
should be taken to be the majority opinion, perhaps the most vocal and present, but
not the majority by any means. If fisherman cared for the Orca, they would stop
fishing. If whale watching business' cared about the Orca they would happily find
another route of making money for even a small chance at helping the Orca recover.

The people of Washington State value the Orca, even those who have never seen them
and want for any and all protections to be made for them.

I am happy to hear you are looking at taking this serious step towards protection
and hope to see it come to pass.

Sincerely,
Emily Edwards

PeoplePC Online
A better way to Internet
http://www.peoplepc.com
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NOAA Orca Recovery Plan by January 15, 2010

Subject: NOAA Orca Recovery Plan by January 15, 2010
From: ken and suzanne franklin <falcon@rockisland.com>
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 20:32:54 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov, Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear Lynne

I am a land owner on the West side of San Juan Island just North of Eagle Cove. Over the last 10
summers, but especially the last three, | have watched the commercial whale boats and private
boats alike consistently disregard the Orca set back rules. | have also watched an increase in the
NUMBER of boats following (pursuing) the whales from about 9am to 7pm. It is chaos on the water.

Please address the issue of pursuit. It is pursuit when a company guarantees they will find whales,
hires an airplane to locate them and then finds and "follows" them for their paying passengers.
Pursuit is illegal.

Please address the number of commercial boats allowed to “whale watch”. If you are actually
working on mitigating the sonar interference that vessel noise creates, then you need to address
the number of boats allowed to “watch” the whales. What is to prevent 10 more commercial boats
from joining the “whale watching industry, or 20 or 50? There are currently no restrictions. | would
suggest limited entry permits be issued, for a fee.

Please address enforcement. The commercial industry cannot be in charge of setting “the
guidelines” as they claim they do. Neither can Sound Watch, which is not an unbiased operation. |
would suggest commercial companies be made to hire unbiased, trained enforcers who will fine
them when rules are breached.

Please insist on adequate setback. Because the whales do not travel/hunt in a linear line, even at a
setback of 200 yards, it is virtually impossible to stay far enough away from them to not interfere
with their hunting. This why we need setbacks of 400 yards or more which will accommodate the
whales random pattern of hunting. Give them the space they need.

| attended two out of the three public meetings held by NOAA regarding the Orca Recovery Plan,
and | felt the pressure put on you by the commercial whale watch industry and private fisherman to
modify your proposed set backs . Please do not buckle to their pressure. This is not a democratic
vote. The whales are on the endangered list because they are endangered. Please be strong.

Sincerely,
Suzanne Franklin

San Juan Island
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San Juan Island Area Closure

Subject: San Juan Island Area Closure

From: Norm Lemberg <bakerbay2@hotmail.com>
Date: Fri, 02 Oct 2009 12:01:54 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Asst. Regional Director,

I'm in favor of the closure. Relative to the overall summer range of these animals, the proposed
closure area off southern San Juan Island is relatively small. If it affords them some degree of

separation from the gaggle of boats usually surround them all summer, so much the better. To
be effective it must exclude all boating activity.

Sincerely,

Norm Lemberg

Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail®. See how.
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proposed vessel regulations for Orca Whales

Subject: proposed vessel regulations for Orca Whales
From: Sharon Collins <srcollins47@hotmail.com>
Date: Mon, 11 Jan 2010 18:35:16 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA,

I want to fully support these regulations.

As an Orcas Island,Wa. resident, I have seen first hand how intrusive the tourist season is on the
Orca whales. The stress of an onslaught of boats was even too much for me. This effects their

lives in many different ways including whether they starve or not.

My hope is that these vulnerable beings are fully protected and that generations after me will be
able to be in awe as I am.

Perhaps even more stringent rules and regulations apply here!!

Sharon R. Collins

Your E-mail and More On-the-Go. Get Windows Live Hotmail Free. Sign up now.

1ofl 2/1/2010 4:36



Please design the strictest regulations to protect whales from boats!

Subject: Please design the strictest regulations to protect whales from boats!
From: Elise Koncsek <eliselk@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, 11 Jan 2010 19:58:53 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

My family owns a recreational boat and I enjoy watching whales, but I know there are plenty of ways
to enjoy boating without interfering with whale populations and they are often easily visible for
watching from public shoreline park lands on Vashon and the main land.

Please design the strictest regulations to protect whales from all vessels, including prohibition of
vessels of any kind from coming within 200 yards of the whales or deliberately intercepting or parking
in their path and the creation of a half-mile-wide no-go zone along the west side of San Juan Island
from May through the end of September where no vessels would be allowed.

Thank you,

-Elise Koncsek
98115
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Support protecting whale habitat

Subject: Support protecting whale habitat
From: A Brown <arlene8693@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, 11 Jan 2010 20:51:09 -0800 (PST)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Regarding protecting whales ffrom vessels at your
sitehttp://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Publications/FR-Notices/2009/upload/74FR53454 .pdf

I support the proposed vessel restrictions. If I had more time I'd probably propose
additional words. I <consider a jet ski a vessel but not sure this makes that
clear.

Protections have helped whales in Maui and they are needed here as well. In the
long run it is best even for business, not just the whales.

Thank you

A. M. Brown

239 Sw 189th PL
Normandy Park, WA 98166
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Proposed Orca Protective Regulations

Subject: Proposed Orca Protective Regulations
From: steve <jsonvash@centurytel.net>

Date: Mon, 11 Jan 2010 21:34:13 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Orcas are wild creatures and need their space. The proposed regulation requiring boaters to stay at least 200
yards from Orcas and not parking in their path is a great positive step forward toward their protection. We are
in total agreement with these proposed regulations.. We also are in favor of the proposed no-go zone on the
west side of San Juan Island.

Steve Andrus
Jean Andrus

8901 SW 274" Street
Vashon, WA 98070
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Subject:

From: mary ellen <ellenmary@hotmail.com>
Date: Tue, 12 Jan 2010 17:31:42 +0000
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I strongly support your proposed regulations to prohibit vessels from coming close or
intercepting the whales' path, and assigning a May-Sept zone along west San Juan Island where
vessels would not be allowed.

Thank you very much for your efforts to protect the orcas.
Mary Ellen Walker

6431 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle WA 98115

Hotmail: Trusted email with powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now.
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Proposed regulations on vessels to protect orcas

Subject: Proposed regulations on vessels to protect orcas
From: Martha Hall <kingfish@fidalgo.net>

Date: Fri, 25 Sep 2009 13:57:15 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

To: NOAA
Comments on the proposed regulations
October 25, 2009

| support all of the proposed regulations. The science clearly tells us the vessels are changing the
behavior of the orcas. | don't think NOAA has any choice but to act and address this issue.

NOAA is mandated to increase protection for this endangered species. Vessels are disturbing the orca
whales. Science tells us that 100 yards is too close. It really suggests that even 400 yards might be too
close. | believe selecting 200 feet is probably not providing the protection the whales need. | hope that
is just a start until there is more research on the 200 foot rule success or failure.

Because of a rowdy, discourteous mob of sports fishermen, the NOAA hearing in Anacortes on October
24, 2009 did not allow public comment. | don't know if this meeting needs to be redone with proper mob
control or what. But many of us were there to give statements and were not allowed to since the mob
ran the meeting. Perhaps police are needed. It certainly reflected poorly on their group. But the bottom
line is that the rest of us were unable to testify.

As a recreational boater, | am terribly upset by the huge collection of boats that follow the orcas day
after day. | don't have to be a scientist to know this must be stressing orcas and making it difficult for
them to feed. | can't believe this is still legal and happening after the listing as endangered. Something
needs to be done. We sail a lot in the San Juans and we now avoid any whale area because it is so
upsetting seeing what is done to the whales by all of the vessels.

| am sure you have a count of how many commercial whale watching boats are on the water.

It is unbelievable. Limits have to be set on this. How many does just Prince of Whales send out of
Victoria everyday? | believe NOAA needs to limit the number of licenses given for whale watching
boats.

| have watched whales from 200 yards and it was exciting. | don't believe the commercial whale
watching operators who say anything over 100 feet would put them out of business. We always near this
when someone tries to change a rule. They are also very short-sighted because when the whales are
gone so will be the commercial whale watchers. How long do they have?

Regardless, the science clearly states that 100 yards is too close. Even 200 yards isn't adequate to
really protect the whales.

Why are commercian fishermen exempt from the No Go Zone? | believe this is wrong since they have a
major impact. | support the No Go Zone but | feel it really needs to be just this, a No Go Zone, which
means everyone except people who live right there and need to access their property.

There must be some other place the sport fishermen can fish than in the No Go Zone. | cannot believe
their selfishness in not wanting to give up one small area to benefit an endangered species. | think the
whales' survival is far more important than the desire of a few fishermen to recreate in that one small No
Go Zone.

Martha Hall
kingfish@fidalgo.net
2617 16th St
Anacortes, WA 98221
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ORCA PLAN

Subject: ORCA PLAN

From: Sharon Stroble <sestroble@mac.com>
Date: Fri, 25 Sep 2009 14:08:20 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I totally support all three NOAA proposals to protect endangered Orcas in Puget
Sound. We need these protections. DO NOT EXEMPT COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN.

I would also like to see some protections from SONAR. I am a kayaker who regularly
paddles the San Juan Islands.

SHARON STROBLE

2246 12th ave West
Seattle, WA 98119
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PROPOSED ORCA PROTECTIONS

Subject: PROPOSED ORCA PROTECTIONS
From: Sharon Stroble <sestroble@mac.com>
Date: Sat, 26 Sep 2009 15:42:47 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

In addition to the three proposed Orca protections, I would add, (1) do not
exampt commercial fishermen (2) limit the number of whale watch boats in an area -
there are just too many on a regular basis (3) consider the threat of sonar.

Orca need and require all the help we can provide in order to survive their
numerous threats. I kayak the San Juans regularly and have seen the problems.

SHARON STROBLE

2246 12TH AVE. WEST
SEATTLE, WASH. 98119
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Comment on vessel rule to protect killer whales

Subject: Comment on vessel rule to protect killer whales
From: Christine Psyk <kryszka2@gmail.com>

Date: Sat, 09 Jan 2010 12:12:23 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Dear Ms. Barre, [ am writing to formally comment upon the Killer Whale Vessel Rule. I fully support
the rule and hope for its full adoption. I think it is important to provide killer whales space and peace
so that they can hunt and feed undisturbed. I fully support prohibiting vessels from approaching killer
whales closer than 200 yards at any time and I fully support the set up of a half mile wide no go zone
along the west side of San Juan Island which would prohibit vessels from entering the area between
May 1 and end of September. Good going--finally some real action to help protect these magnificent
creatures. Salmon on which drcas feed are down in numbers. We need to adopt these rules to
increase the odds that when orcas hunt for salmon they'll be more successful. That's likely to happen
if orcas aren't constantly interrupted by gawking tourists and recreational boaters.

If this is not the appropriate venue for comment, please let me know. I do want my comment to be
counted. Thanks.

Christine Psyk
2104 E. Thomas
Seattle, WA 98112
206-329-0979
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Proposed Orca Protective Regulations

Subject: Proposed Orca Protective Regulations
From: steve <jsonvash@centurytel.net>

Date: Mon, 11 Jan 2010 11:43:22 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Orcas are wild creatures and need their space. The proposed regulation requiring boaters to stay at least 200
yards from Orcas and not parking in their path is a great positive step forward toward their protection. We are
in total agreement with these proposed regulations.. We also are in favor of the proposed no-go zone on the
west side of San Juan Island.

Steve Andrus
Jean Andrus

8901 SW 274! Street
Vashon, WA 98070
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YES, ELIMINATE ALL traffic around whales ...

Subject: YES, ELIMINATE ALL traffic around whales ...
From: Tom Hicks <idowebs@yahoo.com>

Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2009 07:40:57 -0700 (PDT)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Hello,
I vote ******YESSSSSS***** limit ALL traffic around any whales.

Here is my first horror story experience see Orcas at Point Roberts and the letter I sent to the bogus do
nothing site Be WhaleWise.

I hope to NEVER see the Orcas again because I am not into animal or other abuse on an individual or
mass human basis.

VERY SHAMEFUL situation.

I was a kayaker and had to leave the area because of the human insanity.

Hello,
I was at Point Roberts on Saturday September 12 at approximately noon.

I was kayaking north along the west edge of the penninsula heading for the Canadian
border.

I heard noise even with my hearing protection. The sounds came from whales
heading south around the point.

I had never seen the the Orcas before. So I paddle as fast as I could back to the boat
launch area at Lighthouse Point Park. I climbed out of the kayak on to the shoreline
to watch what I describe as a joyful showing of nature and sorrowlfull scene like the
1951 movie "The Big Carnival".

Point Roberts built a GIAN marina in the path of the whales and has no stop light or
other warning system to let boaters and other onlookers like out of "Close
Encounters of the Third Kind" looking for spaceships, to stop and stay clear.
Instead many, many, many boats and boaters, small and large craft RACED around
the area at full speed in total disregard and disrespect for the whales and their own

safety.

As a first time observer I assume the environmental statements for building the
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YES, ELIMINATE ALL traffic around whales ...

marina etc. condo such behavior that I would think would threaten the whales.

I must be wrong. If the so called killer whales did not get titnitus from the noise or
killed by the insanity must enjoy the chaos, company, otherwise they would pull off
an "Animal Farm" event and take out the intruders.

Your website is lacking and any protection of the whales is s farce.

With technology today if there was really any sincere interest in protecting the
whales or other things on this planet there the power at our fingertips and in our
minds would offer better solutions, like posting the videos, pictures and sound of the
eco-terrorist lemmings on their ramage at Point Roberts.

Shameful.

I was appalled. The noise the conditions were such I had to leave the beach area and
return to the campground.

Like I say, I think the whales enjoy the eco-terrorism company otherwise ...

I loved it when the onlookers RAN to the water screaming "I want to touch it" as a
baby seal tried to get on the beach.

What a "f" ing joke.
Good luck.

I assume you all make bucks sucking up the system doing nothing because number
one the boaters manufacturers, marina etc. are worth more bucks then the whales.

Sick. Very sick.
Tom H

spam email is:
idowebs@yahoo.com
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Subject: PUBLIC comment ON FEDERAL REGISTER
From: jean public <usacitizen1@live.com>

Date: Fri, 18 Sep 2009 12:13:19 -0400

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov, Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
CC: americanvoices@mail.house.gov

VESSELS SHOULD BE MANDATED TO STAY 1/2 MILE FROM ANY WHALE. VIOLATORS OF THAT
LAW SHOULD GET A MILLION DOLLAR FINE FOR A FIRST OFFENSE. ALL OF US ARE SICK OF THE
WAY WHALES LIVES ARE BEING IMPACTED BY THE VESSELS THAT HARASS THEM CONSTANTLY

FOR MONEY AND GREED OR TO KILL.
JEAN PUBLIC 15 ELM ST FLORHAM PARK NJ07932

> Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2009 07:10:20 -0700

> From: jeanpublic@yahoo.com

> Subject: comment

> To: usacitizen1@live.com

>

> [Federal Register: September 17, 2009 (Volume 74, Number 179)]

> [Notices]

> [Page 47779-47780]

> From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wais.access.gpo.gov]
> [DOCID:fr17se09-21]

> DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

>

> National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

>

> RIN 0648-AV15

>

>

> Public Meetings on Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in

> the Northwest Region Under the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal
> Protection Act

>

> AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
> Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Commerce.

>

> ACTION: Proposed rule; notification of additional public meeting.

> SUMMARY: We, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) are issuing
> this notice to advise the public that NMFS is adding an additional

> public meeting regarding proposed regulations under the Endangered

> Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act to prohibit vessels from
> approaching killer whales within 200 yards and from parking in the path
> of whales for vessels in inland waters of Washington State. The

> proposed regulations would also prohibit vessels from entering a

> conservation area during a defined season. The proposed rule was

> published July 29, 2009, and includes information on two public

> meetings. We are issuing this notice to announce a third public meeting
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Orcas

Subject: Orcas

From: Larry Partridge <lars783ft@verizon.net>
Date: Tue, 22 Sep 2009 11:14:09 -0700 (PDT)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Several years ago I was a pilot with The Flying Tiger Line. Working with Sea World, when it was
more of a research institute with a few side shows featuring marine mammals. Also involved was
Scripps Marine Institute.

When animals were in need of transport, I was the captain in charge of the flights to Cleveland,
Orlando, once to Alaska and the far east. I was responsible for developing special techniques to
minimize risks and maximize the comfort of the critters ... especially the orcas in their large tanks of
ice water.

Once, Sea World bought fourteen false killer whales from Japanese fishermen who had trapped the
group in a small inlet on Kyushu, Japan. My crew and I flew non-stop from San Francisco to Fukuoka
where these creatures were loaded onto our special DC8-63. We proceeded, again non-stop, to San
Diego. Landing on that short runway with open tanks of "fish" in ice water was daunting, to say the
least.

After the successful return to earth, the Sea World man in charge, a Dr. N, came into the cockpit and
slapped me on the shoulder. "Not a drop! Wonderful!"

The "fish" as they called them, were about as happy as they could be.

Anyway, I am quite familiar with these wonderful creatures and their personalities.

During this period in time, my Brother-in-law and I were bottom fishing off the south end of Henry
Island. It was slack tide so we had no anchor set as we slowly drifted with the engine shut down. An
excited group of small Orcas quickly surrounded us and a large pair surfaced about fifty feet away.
As these two seemed to be in the act of foreplay, I snipped our lines to avoid snagging someone. Sure
enough, they proceeded to do their thing.

At this time a boat marked as from The Whale museum at Friday Harbor stopped about 200 yards
away and the idiot skipper with a loud megaphone ordered us to get away from the Orcas. We did
have a hailer but I didn't want to make noise in our situation. We just ignored the jerk while hoping
the Orcas would ignore us. No way were we going to start our engine in this pair's bedroom.

My point is that I would be pleased to hear you are including common sense in your rule making.
Thank You for your efforts while protecting our Orcas.

Sincerely,

Larry Partridge

La Conner

lars783ft@verizon.net
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proposed killer whale vessel regulations

Subject: proposed killer whale vessel regulations
From: Lael Camacho <lacamacho@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, 13 Jan 2010 20:59:08 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Dear Lynne: | am in favor of the proposed regulations to keep whale watching boats 200 yards away from the

whales and not allow them to park in the path of oncoming orcas. | also like the no-go zone proposal. Lael
Camacho, 15917 1815t Py, NE, Woodinville, WA 98072, 206-245-4002.
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Proposed vessel guidelines

Subject: Proposed vessel guidelines

From: Candace Calloway Whiting <cmcwhiting(@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 21:44:40 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Hi Ms. Barre,

The following is what I wrote for a blog, and expresses my thoughts on the regs. Please keep up the
good work, I know it must be hard but for what it's worth, I support what you are attempting to do.

Thank you,
Candace Calloway Whiting

We are being asked to give the local population of orcas a lot more room — room to forage for fish, to
swim and interact with each other, to be free of our close proximity —the equivalent of two football
fields length (200 yards) of room - and it is hard to imagine. We are accustomed to being able to see
the whales at a much closer distance, and at times to see them swim around and under our boats — so
these proposed regulations seem like a big change.

Yet, almost anywhere else where we go to view nature in the wild we expect to have to maintain our
distance. Through experience, we know that most wild animals will not allow us to get too close to
them. Moreover, the times when they do allow us to get close, most likely the animals are keeping a
careful eye on us — and so we are no longer observing their natural behavior and learning what it is
that makes them fit so uniquely in the world.

We offer protection for wildlife - we set aside tracts of land, and where necessary we build bridges,
tunnels, or fish ladders to help animals navigate the structures that impede their ability to survive.
And we compensate for the difficulties of wildlife viewing — we try to be as quiet and unobtrusive as
possible while enhancing our ability to see them through the use of powerful binoculars and spotting
scopes.

And although we may feel inconvenienced by having to set aside a seasonal refuge for the orcas and
by the increased viewing distance, they do deserve the protection that we grant to other species.

A positive aspect to this is that our whale watching adventures can be enhanced because we will more
fully appreciate how the whales behave when not surrounded by our boats. In addition, the creation of
a seasonal refuge will impact other species — we may find that marine mammals (such as Harbor
porpoises) and seabirds will also use the area more fully, and our whale watching trips will be further
enriched.

On the downside, I feel that the proposed regulations have been painted with too broad a brush and
hopefully some adjustments can be made before being adopted. Although I understand the logic
behind the decisions to apply the rules equally to power boats and kayaks, for example, I think this
penalizes those people who wish to find alternatives, and discourages innovation. The blanket rules
provide no incentives for responsible viewing nor do they provide a way to enforce the regulations
that I was able to see. And I am perplexed by the fact that the refuge as planned does not include the
preferred rest areas of the orcas, as defined by NMFS in their documents.
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Proposed vessel guidelines

With neither carrots (incentives for responsibility) nor sticks (enforcement), we could very well wind
up with a situation in which the only people approaching the whales are those in private boats with
loud engines — a group that is already acknowledged to be the worst offenders, and these things will
have to be addressed.

Please do contact NMFS with your thoughts and concerns, and plan to attend the public meetings if
possible.

The government is considering enacting the following regulations in order to enhance the recovery of
our locally endangered population of orcas (please see <a
href="http://blog.seattlepi.com/candacewhiting/">previous posts</a> for details):

Most boats will be required to stay 200 yards away from of any killer whales in the inland waters of
Washington.

A restricted zone along the west coast of San Juan Island extending a half a mile out will be
established in which most boats will be prohibited from entering between May 1st and September
30th, starting in 2010.

Intercepting the path of any killer whale in inland waters of Washington will be prohibited.
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Proposed vessel guidelines

Subject: Proposed vessel guidelines

From: Candace Calloway Whiting <cmcwhiting@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 21:44:40 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Hi Ms. Barre,

The following is what I wrote for a blog, and expresses my thoughts on the regs. Please keep up the
good work, I know it must be hard but for what it's worth, I support what you are attempting to do.

Thank you,
Candace Calloway Whiting

We are being asked to give the local population of orcas a lot more room — room to forage for fish, to
swim and interact with each other, to be free of our close proximity —the equivalent of two football
fields length (200 yards) of room - and it is hard to imagine. We are accustomed to being able to see
the whales at a much closer distance, and at times to see them swim around and under our boats — so
these proposed regulations seem like a big change.

Yet, almost anywhere else where we go to view nature in the wild we expect to have to maintain our
distance. Through experience, we know that most wild animals will not allow us to get too close to
them. Moreover, the times when they do allow us to get close, most likely the animals are keeping a
careful eye on us — and so we are no longer observing their natural behavior and learning what it is
that makes them fit so uniquely in the world.

We offer protection for wildlife - we set aside tracts of land, and where necessary we build bridges,
tunnels, or fish ladders to help animals navigate the structures that impede their ability to survive.
And we compensate for the difficulties of wildlife viewing — we try to be as quiet and unobtrusive as
possible while enhancing our ability to see them through the use of powerful binoculars and spotting
scopes.

And although we may feel inconvenienced by having to set aside a seasonal refuge for the orcas and
by the increased viewing distance, they do deserve the protection that we grant to other species.

A positive aspect to this is that our whale watching adventures can be enhanced because we will more
fully appreciate how the whales behave when not surrounded by our boats. In addition, the creation of
a seasonal refuge will impact other species — we may find that marine mammals (such as Harbor
porpoises) and seabirds will also use the area more fully, and our whale watching trips will be further
enriched.

On the downside, I feel that the proposed regulations have been painted with too broad a brush and
hopefully some adjustments can be made before being adopted. Although I understand the logic
behind the decisions to apply the rules equally to power boats and kayaks, for example, I think this
penalizes those people who wish to find alternatives, and discourages innovation. The blanket rules
provide no incentives for responsible viewing nor do they provide a way to enforce the regulations
that I was able to see. And I am perplexed by the fact that the refuge as planned does not include the
preferred rest areas of the orcas, as defined by NMFS in their documents.
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Proposed vessel guidelines

With neither carrots (incentives for responsibility) nor sticks (enforcement), we could very well wind
up with a situation in which the only people approaching the whales are those in private boats with
loud engines — a group that is already acknowledged to be the worst offenders, and these things will
have to be addressed.

Please do contact NMFS with your thoughts and concerns, and plan to attend the public meetings if
possible.

The government is considering enacting the following regulations in order to enhance the recovery of
our locally endangered population of orcas (please see <a
href="http://blog.seattlepi.com/candacewhiting/">previous posts</a> for details):

Most boats will be required to stay 200 yards away from of any killer whales in the inland waters of
Washington.

A restricted zone along the west coast of San Juan Island extending a half a mile out will be
established in which most boats will be prohibited from entering between May 1st and September
30th, starting in 2010.

Intercepting the path of any killer whale in inland waters of Washington will be prohibited.
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Tracking No. 80200181
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Comment from Ana Corona

Submitter Information

Name: Ana Corona
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2371 N Peru St

Los Angeles, CA, 90039
Email: acorona86@gmail.com
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General Comment

I never had any idea that these vessels and whale watching activities had such an impact on
killer whales and other animals. Mainly because no one ever mentions it to us. This proposed
rule should pass to protect the species and avoid the risk of becoming extinct. The more we
expose these animals to our man made materials, the more they are dying. Although whale
watching is an activity enjoyed by many, at what price are we willing to enjoy it? If we don't
stop doing careless things like these we aren't going to have much to look for in the near future.
Nature in itself is beautiful, along with everything that comes with it, but if we don't take a stand
and take care of our planet and the extravagent species we encounter, there will be nothing left
but us and a lifeless planet.
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Comment from Ana Corona

Submitter Information

Name: Ana Corona
Address:
2371 N Peru St
Los Angeles, CA,

General Comment

The passing of this proposed law would be beneficial to our future and planet. Slowly we are
killing mother nature and its many gifts that comes along with it. Be passing this proposed rule,
we would speak up for the innocent animals whose lives are taken away thanks to our man made
materials and assetts. The killer whales are already endangered, and by us whale watching and
sailing close to their areas of residency we are contaminating them and causing them fatal
injuries. Since they cannot stand up for themselves, we as humans need to think of the fact that
we are killing everything beautiful around us, and everything that makes planet Earth our home.
We reside in this planet not to overpower and kill everything, but to share it with those that were
here before us all.
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proposed killer whale vessel regulations

Subject: proposed killer whale vessel regulations
From: Lael Camacho <lacamacho@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, 13 Jan 2010 20:59:08 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Dear Lynne: | am in favor of the proposed regulations to keep whale watching boats 200 yards away from the
whales and not allow them to park in the path of oncoming orcas. | also like the no-go zone proposal. Lael

Camacho, 15917 1815 PI. NE, Woodinville, WA 98072, 206-245-4002.
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200 yard buffer

Subject: 200 yard buffer

From: Vern Brown <vern@vernbrown.com>
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 23:17:46 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Surely our recreational wants shouldn't trump the orcas' needs.

As Chris Rock says " Leave them the heck alone." or words to that effect.

One kayaker's opinion.

Vern Brown
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Docket: NOAA-NMFS-2008-0327
Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region under the Endangered Species
Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act

Comment On: NOAA-NMFS-2008-0327-0001
Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region Under the Endangered
Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act

Document: NOAA-NMFS-2008-0327-DRAFT-0017
Comment from Brad Wellman

Submitter Information

Name: Brad C Wellman
Address:

Bellingham, WA,
Organization: Private

General Comment

I have been observing the Southern Resident orca pods (J-K-L) for over 30 years. I worked for
one of the first whale watch businesses based in Bellingham back in the late 1970's through the
1980's

In addition to the loss of their food source, salmon, caused by logging and other human
activities, I also feel that whale watching must be more rigorously regulated by extending a
buffer of at least 200 yards. Most commercial whale watch boats do a good job obeying the 100
yard buffer but I do see some Zodiac style commercial (and other low profile) boats push the
limit due to their low profile. They feel they have to get close to the whales as their customers
are literally at water level which makes it more difficult to see the whales. Individual pleasure
boaters are the worse offenders and would be better controlled if there was more enforcement
around the whales.
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Comment from Deborah Silverman

Submitter Information

Name: Deborah S Silverman
Address:
25 Garry Oak Lane
Friday Harbor, 98250
Email: deborahsilverman@centurytel.net
Phone: 360 378-6327

General Comment

This is an excellent idea. I have personally watched boats harassing whales and speeding to get
closer to a pod. There is some very childish behavior out there in the water. I am in favor of the
regulation.
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General Comment

We need to protect these majestic beings!

1of1 2/1/2010 11:28 AM



SRKW comment

1of2

Subject: SRKW comment

From: Ardi Kveven <orcardi@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, 15 Jan 2010 18:10:19 -0800

To: Lynne.Barre@noaa.gov

Hey Lynne,
I got this returned from the orcalist email. thanks

This population needs to have every effort made to protect them from
extinction. Regardless of whether or not the no approach zone expands
from 100m to 200m, I would advocate for enforcement. With fewer than
four citations issued, the expansion is a mute point if there are no
teeth behind it. Though the Whale Watch Association criticized the
best available science (and then provided their own “surveys” of how
their clientele would not come if they couldn’t get close), there will
be no whale watching if there are no whales. The whale watching
industry originated after a collapse in commercial salmon fishing in
the Salish Sea. Creative, flexible thinkers came up with a way to earn
money on the water with the vessels they owned by transitioning from
fishing to whale watching. 1It’s time they apply that same
industriousness to helping the species they watch. Humans are
notorious for driving every large mammal extinct and we fail to learn
from previous extinctions. By only valuing the Southern Residents
economically to preserve an industry that is contributing to their
extinction is extremely short sighted.

Thank you,

Ardi Kveven

Ardi Kveven
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Submitter Information

Name: brett williams

General Comment

We used to kill them. we used to capture them. We currently chase to view them. Very hard to
control and avoid vessel whale interactions since the killer whales movement is so
unpredictable. As long as whale watching Boats are on scene, whale disturbance will continue.
Even the most diligent whale watch operator risks putting himself outside the rules because the
unprdictable nature of these whales. Removing organized whale watching would leave only the
chance encounter. Maybe the public is educated anough and the days of whale watching is no
longer nesesary?
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Public Comment: Proposed Vessel Regulations

Subject: Public Comment: Proposed Vessel Regulations
From: Jared Smith <jaredmsmith1@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, 16 Nov 2009 06:11:40 -0500 (EST)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

NOAA Orca Recovery
NOAA

Dear NOAA and Director Jan Lubchenco,

Although vessel operational changes are part of the solution, it still is evident
that NOAA/NMFS continues to delay on more critical actions that are needed to
protect and recovery Puget Sound?s iconic and beloved endangered orca whales, such
as: restoration of salmon runs through removal of dams; restoration of habitat,
land use restrictions, water quality improvements and changes in harvest and
hatchery practices; reduction of toxic pollution that impacts the food web; and
reduction of noise impacts from sonar and other activities.

Until these fundamental problems are addressed by NOAA/NMFS, the orca population
will cease to exist in the decades ahead.

With regard to the vessel proposal, I support the distance (200 yards) and no
intentional parking in the path of traveling whale and the concept of a ?no-go
zone? on the west side of San Juan Island. Enforcement is a key pragmatic and
fairness issue that should be addressed regarding both existing and proposed
regulations. Without a much-improved strategy for education and enforcement, it
makes no sense to increase restrictions. One of the major vessel issues is
inappropriate and harassing behavior by recreational boaters who are apparently
unaware even of the existing limits.

For the orcas!

Jared Smith
Evergreen Housing
Box 60145
Olympia, WA 98505
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Subject: proposed regulations

From: Lyn Bishop <lynsbishop@verizon.net>
Date: Tue, 17 Nov 2009 13:00:28 -0600 (CST)
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Hello,

I wish to express my strong support for the proposed regulations that would double the distance
boaters keep between their vessels and orcas. Pollutants and lack of prey are more complex problems
that affect orca health and need to be dealt with. However, regulating vessel traffic is a first step in
bringing our orcas back from the brink.

Sincerely,
Lyn Bishop

12343 Bayview Cemetery Road
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
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General Comment

I support the proposed regulations.
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Increasing distance for whale watch boats

Subject: Increasing distance for whale watch boats
From: sharon <sharonlaurel@comcast.net>

Date: Thu, 24 Dec 2009 10:39:22 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Thank heavens something will be done to increase the distance boats must keep from
the ‘orca pods. These businesses say they play a role in educating the public on
these iconic creatures of the Puget Sound; perhaps they do to some extent, but
they do much harm in demonstrating that constant pursuit of an endangered species
is acceptable. Thank you NOAA for the science and courage you've shown in your
proposal to increase these distances.

Sharon Laurel
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NOAA Orca / Vessel Regulations

Subject: NOAA Orca / Vessel Regulations

From: Thomas Mueller <tomlovesgretchen@mac.com>
Date: Tue, 05 Jan 2010 17:37:12 -0800

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Dear NOAA Team:

Thank you so much for recognizing that we must do many things to help the Southern
Resident Orcas--cleaning up our waters, restoring salmon runs, and providing the
orcas with a harassment-free environment in which to hunt! Kudos for proposing
stricter vessel regulations (1/2 mile no-go zone and 200 yards away)--this may not
be the only reason our orcas are in crises, but research shows that vessels do
interfere with the orcas' ability to hunt and eat. Your new regulations are much
needed, and will help!! Thanks for taking this great step!!

Tom & Gretchen Mueller
Friday Harbor & Seattle WA
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General Comment

The protective regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region should be passed and put
into action. The recent significant decline in the population of Killer Whales is very alarming.
The regulations list prohibiting boats from approaching Killer Whales within 200 yards and from
parking in

the path of whales for boats in waters of Washington State should be set into action. The added
regulation of prohibiting boats from entering a conservation area during a defined season should
also be implemented. The fact that the first insight into why the Killer Whale population has
declined so rapidly is due to boat disturbance and noise pollution is a potential threat that should
be stopped right away in order to hopefully prevent any further decline in the whale population.
It is very important that these regulations are put into action very quickly, so that the chance of
the whale populations rebounding is increased. Marine traffic is often a key reason for why
marine populations decrease, one example being the Manatee. Therefore I urge you to
immediately take proactive steps in halting the potential cause of the decline of the Killer Whale
populations regarding the boating traffic in areas where whales are located. Being on the path to
losing another species is a path that we do not want to be traveling along.

1 of1 2/1/2010 12:15 PM



Review of new Orca Protection Regs

Subject: Review of new Orca Protection Regs
From: Bill Heston <bheston@cedargroveinv.com>
Date: Wed, 28 Oct 2009 09:01:00 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

I reviewed the new proposed regulations and find them acceptable and encouraging. As a resident of the San
Juans and a frequent boater | thought you might appreciate additional comments.

In regard to the 200 yard rule, there are times when a boat does not see the whales and may steam closer than
that without knowing. | am not sure how you deal with this, given that some may say this but in reality they might
have. The other is obviously that many boaters shut off their engines and the whales end up swimming around
a boat for quite some time. As the whales are often not heading in a singular direction this could easily be
interpreted later as purposeful. The solution might be to have the now stationary vessel not turn engines on and
move until the whales are more than 200 yards away and the move in the opposite direction of the whales as
best as possibly determined.

The closure of the areas around the shoreline | find to be entirely acceptable.

My major concerns rest with the enforcement of these rules especially as it relates to commercial whale
watching enterprises both from the US and Canadian waters. | have ROUTINELY seen these vessels flaunt
and abuse the current rules at the same time approach passing vessels and order them to leave the area even
thought they are far from the whales. These operators are INHERENTLY motivated to get as close to the
whales as possible to create an exciting experience for their customers. At the same time they are very
effective at working the politics of the system/enforcement operations to their advantage. They will be
threatened by these Regs., but will work to create protections for their businesses. Watch out!

Further, the Treaty exception seems to allow a TOTAL exception for treaty fishing. | find this to be absurd. Are
there no limits on the Treaty rights? | personally have witnessed treaty right members maximize beyond any
reasonable quota their catch of salmon, shellfish, crabs and shrimp every single year to the point that these
resources are barely surviving in the islands and the non treaty members have barely any harvest. | guess the
treaty members will get the very last of the harvests in a few years.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Heston
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General Comment

I think that this rule is very important. i think that the government should be active in protecting
wildlife. This rule is important to help save the killer whales from boats and other human
activity. This rule should be passed because animals are very important to our world and humans
should avoid ways that interfer with their natural habitat. By restricting where boats can and
cannot go is fair because it would distrupt the whales in their homes or lead to increased death
rate in the whales, which is not okay. This rule is an important idea to get passed.
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Submitter Information

Name: Stephanie Martinez
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General Comment

To Whom It May Concern:

Guidelines and regulations are always needed to secure Endangered species. [ am not a biologist,
just a concerned animal lover. We have great impact on the whale population, and it is our duty
to do what is in the best interests of the whales. We need them to survive because they are apart
of our echo system, which affects every living thing.

The vessels interactions with the whales greatly impact the their lives, which everyone needs to
be aware of. What we need is more enforcement. Classes, signs and enforcement are needed to
teach people about these problems, which they will then understand why they need to follow
certain regulations and guidelines to protect the whales.

Even those who are in compliance with the regulations, still cause danger to the whales. The
amount of vessels in the surrounding areas still create danger, even if, they are all in compliance
with all the regulations, which mean there needs to be more regulations. Fines should be given
for those who don’t follow the regulations. I would hope the fines would be high, so vessels
would avoid the fines at all cost. But this should be for all boating vessels, not just certain ones.
Based on my experiences, boats get as close as possible to the whales to get that one perfect
picture not realizing the impact it has on the killer whales. I am pretty sure one boat will not do
much harm but I can’t say hundreds, thousands or millions of vessels don’t have great harm on
the whales. This is why people need to be aware the danger caused to the whales.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Martinez
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Protective Regulations for Killer Whales

Subject: Protective Regulations for Killer Whales
From: Sarah Uhlemann <sarah uhlemann@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, 31 Oct 2009 10:52:44 -0700 (PDT)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on NMFS's proposed protective regulations for killer
whales (74 FR 37674) and thank you for extending the comment period (74 FR 53454).

I am strongly supportive of NMFS's effort to protect killer whales. The proposal to prohibit
approaching killer whales is essential to protect the animals from prohibited harrassment, potential
ship strike, and noise impacts. Because vessels are already prohibited from approaching these animals
in a way that causes "harasssment" under the MMPA and the ESA, the regulations do not add any
additional requirements, but provide important clarification for vessel operators. However, NMFS
should adopt a 500 yard approach prohibition as it did for North Atlantic right whales.

The agency should also adopt a speed limit within 500 yards of a whale. Although potentially difficult
to enforce, some compliance would no doubt occur, reducing potential injuries if a ship strike were to
occur. Further, the agency has set speed limits in other rulemakings, despite concerns about
enforcement. There is no reason to deny killer whales this valuable protection.

Thank you very much for your efforts to preserve these iconic creatures.

Sarah Uhlemann

1400 Queen Anne Ave N. #504
Seattle, WA 98109

sarah uhlemann@yahoo.com
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Protect the Orcas

Subject: Protect the Orcas

From: Marcy Aschoff <mmaschoff@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, 25 Oct 2009 17:42:18 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

Hello,

The purpose of this email (hopefully, it's not too late to voice my opinion) is to express my support for protecting
the Orcas as much as possible. In particular, | am in favor of the proposed rules that would:

Prohibit vessels from approaching any Orca closer than 200 yards.

Forbid vessels from intercepting or parking in the path of a whale.

Set up a half-mile-wide no-go zone along the west side of San Juan Island from May 18t through
September 3ot

Respectfully,
Marcy Aschoff
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Subject: Proposed Vessel Regulations - Protection of Southern Resident Orca Population
From: Mary Masters <mmasters@stanfordalumni.org>

Date: Mon, 26 Oct 2009 11:59:00 -0700

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

To NOAA Fisheries:

I am a resident of San Juan County, a former member (for 7 years) of the San Juan County Marine Resources Committee, and have been a marine
naturalist on a whale watch boat here for eight years. I'm writing to express general support of your proposed vessel operation regulations, from the
perspective that, given the Endangered Species status of the Southern Resident orca population, everything possible that can be done to protect the
Southern resident orca population should be done. Some people may challenge the science that forms the basis for these recommendations, and
others call for a balance between human economic/cultural needs and nature. I believe strongly that 1) scientific uncertainty should not preclude
action if failing to act could cause serious and/or irreversible damage, and 2) humans have already caused enormous, irreversible imbalances to
species and habitat on this planet, with both known and still yet to be discovered adverse impacts. Implementing regulations to protect the orcas is to
me an effort to restore a human-induced imbalance already causing adverse consequences to our regional marine ecosystem. Although vessel
operational changes are part of the solution, it still is evident that NOAA Fisheries continues to delay on more critical actions that are needed to
protect and recover Puget Sound’s endangered orca whales, such as: restoration of salmon habitat, changes in salmon harvest and hatchery practices,
land use restrictions, water quality improvements and reduction of toxins in fresh water and marine environments, restoration of salmon runs through
removal of dams, and reduction of noise impacts from sonar and other activities. Unless and until these fundamental problems are addressed by
NOAA, the Southern Resident orca population will expire in the decades ahead. With regard to the specific vessel proposal, I support the 200-yard
approach limit and keeping clear by 400 yards from the path of traveling orcas. I believe that the “no-go zone” on the west side of San Juan Island
should be implemented and extended on the south side of San Juan and to the east to include the Salmon Bank area, a favorite feeding site for the
orcas. In addition, the no-go zone should be extended from Mitchell Point to the northwest, to encompass the west side of Henry Island, as the orcas
tend to travel close to shore through this area on their way north to Turn Point and beyond. NOAA needs to ensure that the rules that are ultimately
implemented, are applied as equitably as possible to all U.S., Canadian, international and tribal vessels, while recognizing that tribal governments
have the authority over adopting rules that apply to tribal vessels. With respect to the "limited exceptions" for property owners adjacent to the no-go
zone, the definition of property owner and associated access rules should be very clear. Enforcement is a major, critically important issue that should
be addressed regarding both existing and proposed regulations. Being out on the water with the whale watch fleet all summer, I can personally attest
to the improvements in boater behavior that result from having an enforcement presence in the area, be it Soundwatch or regulatory authorities.
Regulations alone will not protect the orcas; without a much-improved strategy for enforcement, including stiff fines, it makes no sense to increase
restrictions. Increased educational efforts to inform boaters, especially private recreational boaters, of the regulations must be conducted in tandem
with enforcement, to achieve the desired level of protection for the orcas. Recreational boaters often still claim a lack of awareness of the current
laws; increased education regarding appropriate behavior and regulations would render this excuse unacceptable. Finally, in addition to the currently
proposed regulations, I recommend that a 7 knot speed limit, as promoted by the Be Whale Wise Guidelines and the Pacific Whale Watch
Association, be implemented by NOAA Fisheries for all boaters within 400 yards of the orcas while in the inland waters of the state. This would
reduce noise levels and the amount of interference with the orcas' communication and echolocation, reduce the potential for vessel strikes, and allow
vessel operators to spot whales well in advance such that course adjustments can be made to avoid blocking the orcas' path. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on NOAA Fisheries' Proposed Vessel Regulations. I sincerely hope that NOAA will implement laws that will protect and
enhance recovery of the Southern Resident orca population. Mary Masters

123 Falling Tree Rd.

Orcas,

WA 98280
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Subject: Public Comment: Proposed Vessel Regulations
From: Mary Masters <mmasters@stanfordalumni.org>
Date: Mon, 26 Oct 2009 14:20:49 -0400 (EDT)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

NOAA Orca Recovery
NOAA

Dear NOAA and Director Jan Lubchenco,

I am a resident of San Juan County, a former member (for 7 years) of the San Juan
County Marine Resources Committee, and have been a marine naturalist on a whale
watch boat here for eight years. I'm writing to express general support of your
proposed vessel operation regulations, from the perspective that, given the
Endangered Species status of the Southern Resident orca population, everything
possible that can be done to protect the Southern resident orca population should
be done.

Although vessel operational changes are part of the solution, it still is evident
that NOAA Fisheries continues to delay on more critical actions that are needed to
protect and recover Puget Sound?s endangered orca whales, such as: restoration of
salmon habitat, changes in salmon harvest and hatchery practices, land use
restrictions, water quality improvements and reduction of toxins in fresh water and
marine environments, restoration of salmon runs through removal of dams, and
reduction of noise impacts from sonar and other activities.

Unless and until these fundamental problems are addressed by NOAA, the Southern
Resident orca population will expire in the decades ahead.

With regard to the specific vessel proposal, I support the distance (200 yards) and
keeping clear by 400 yards from the path of traveling orcas. I believe that the
?no-go zone? on the west side of San Juan Island should be implemented and extended
on the south side of San Juan and to the east to include the Salmon Bank area, a
favorite feeding site for the orcas. In addition, the no-go zone should be extended
from Mitchell Point to the northwest, to encompass the west side of Henry Island,
as the orcas tend to travel close to shore through this area on their way north to
Turn Point and beyond.

NOAA needs to ensure that the rules that are ultimately implemented, are applied as
equitably as possible to all U.S., Canadian, international and tribal vessels,
while recognizing that tribal governments have the authority over adopting rules
that apply to tribal vessels. With respect to the "limited exceptions" for property
owners adjacent to the no-go zone, the definition of property owner and associated
access rules should be very clear.

Enforcement is a major, critically important issue that should be addressed
regarding both existing and proposed regulations. Being out on the water with the
whale watch fleet all summer, I can personally attest to the improvements in boater
behavior that result from having an enforcement presence in the area, be it
Soundwatch or regulatory authorities. Regulations alone will not protect the orcas;
without a much-improved strategy for enforcement, including stiff fines, it makes
no sense to increase restrictions.

Increased educational efforts to inform boaters, especially private recreational
boaters, of the regulations must be conducted in tandem with enforcement, to
achieve the desired level of protection for the orcas. Recreational boaters often
still claim a lack of awareness of the current laws; increased education regarding
appropriate behavior and regulations would render this excuse unacceptable.

Finally, in addition to the currently proposed regulations, I recommend that a 7
knot speed limit, as promoted by the Be Whale Wise Guidelines and the Pacific Whale
Watch Association, be implemented by NOAA Fisheries for all boaters within 400
yards of the orcas while in the inland waters of the state. This would reduce noise

1/6/2010 4:48 PM



Public Comment: Proposed Vessel Regulations

levels and the amount of interference with the orcas' communication and
echolocation, reduce the potential for vessel strikes, and allow vessel operators
to spot whales well in advance such that course adjustments can be made to avoid
blocking the orcas' path.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on NOAA Fisheries' Proposed Vessel
Regulations. I sincerely hope that NOAA will implement laws that will protect and
enhance recovery of the Southern Resident orca population.

Mary Masters
Mary Masters
P.O. Box 338

123 Falling Tree Rd.
Orcas, WA 98280
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Submitter Information

Name: Lisa Norbeck

General Comment

I agree with this proposed rule. The Killer Whale is a wonderful animal and should be protected.
If you are seeing a decrease in the number of killer whales, you should do whatever is needed to
protect them. If people are aware of the restrictions, they should be able to plan accordingly.
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Submitter Information

Name: James Ridgely

General Comment

The article was very interesting. I do not know anything about whales in general and nothing
about killer whales specifically. I was unaware that the killer whale population was declining, I
also did not know that the sound and interference from ships is one of the causes for the decline
in the killer whale population. Because ships are harmful to the killer whales, I think it is a very
good idea that they are not allowed within 200 yards of the whales. If ships are more careful
about how they interact with whales, the whale population will begin to increase and therefore I
think the proposed regulation should be passed.
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Subject: public comment on federal register attention lynne barre and trevor spradlin
From: jean public <jeanpublic@yahoo.com>

Date: Mon, 19 Oct 2009 04:20:06 -0700 (PDT)

To: americanvoices@mail.house.gov, info@oceana.org, humanelines@hsus.org
CC: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov, information@sierraclub.org, foe@foe.org, idausa idausa
<melissa@idausa.org>, iinfo@peta.org, info@cok.net, info@earthshare.org

a distance of 2 miles from any whale should be required for all ships/boats. it is
clear that we need to protect the whales from these commercial profiteers who hit a
whale every day through their carelessness andnegligence. we need to put cameras on

these ships because they commit this negligence and then say they did nothing.
sick of the carelessness andnegligence of these commercial ship profiteers who

i am

cause these collisions. they allhave radar and they need to use it. remember the

exxon valdez who didnt even watch because they drank. it is time to make ships
operate safely instead of as carelessly and negligently as they are currently
operated. we need million dollar fines for hitting a whale.those whales have a

value to this world of five million dollars for each whale.

jean public 15 elm st florham park nj07932

[Federal Register: October 19, 2009 (Volume 74, Number 200)]
[Proposed Rules]

[Page 53454-53455]

From the Federal Register Online via GPO Access [wals.access.gpo.gov]
[DOCID:fr190c09-26]

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
50 CFR Part 224

RIN 0648-AV15

Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region
Under the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; notification of extension of public comment
period.

SUMMARY: We, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), are issuing
this notice to advise the public that NMFS is extending the public
comment period for proposed regulations under the Endangered Species
Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act to prohibit vessels from
approaching killer whales within 200 yards and from parking in the path
of whales for vessels in inland waters of Washington State. The
proposed regulations would also prohibit vessels from entering a
conservation area during a defined season. The proposed rule was
published July 29, 2009, opening a 90-day public comment period and
noticing two public meetings. In response to requests from the public,
on September 17, 2009, we published a notice in the Federal Register
announcing an additional public meeting. We are issuing this notice to
announce an 80-day extension of the public comment period in response
to requests to provide more time for the public to review the proposed
regulation and provide comments.

We recognize that by extending the public comment period, we will
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not have sufficient time to issue a final rule prior to the 2010 summer
boating season. We continue to believe that it is important to address
the adverse effects of vessel traffic on killer whales in the near
future. In light of the requests we have received for an extension of
the comment period, however, we believe additional public outreach will
enhance both NMFS' understanding of public concerns and the public's
understanding of the basis for our

[ [Page 53455]]

proposal, and it will allow time for cooperative efforts to refine the
proposal. We will work toward adoption of a final rule prior to the
2011 summer boating season. We will consider all comments and
information received during the comment period in preparing a final
rule.

DATES: Written or electronic comments on the proposed rule and draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) from all interested parties are
encouraged and must be received no later than January 15, 2010. All
comments and material received, including names and addresses, will
become part of the administrative record and may be released to the
public.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the proposed rule, draft EA and any of the
supporting documents can be submitted by any of the following methods:
E-mail: orca.plan@noaa.gov.
Federal e-rulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov.
Mail: Assistant Regional Administrator, Protected
Resources Division, Northwest Regional Office, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115.

The draft EA and other supporting documents are available on
Regulations.gov and the NMFS Northwest Region Web site at http://
WWW.Nwr.noaa.gov/.

You may submit information and comments concerning this Proposed
Rule, the draft EA, or any of the supporting documents by any one of
several methods identified above. We will consider all comments and
information received during the comment period in preparing a final
rule. Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or
other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be
aware that your entire comment- including your personal identifying
information- may be made publicly available at any time. While you can
ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to do so.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lynne Barre, Northwest Regional
Office, 206-526-4745; or Trevor Spradlin, Office of Protected
Resources, 301-713-2322.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On July 29, 2009, NMFS proposed regulations under the Endangered
Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act to prohibit vessels from
approaching killer whales within 200 yards and from parking in the path
of whales for vessels in inland waters of Washington State (74 FR
37674) . The proposed regulations would also prohibit vessels from
entering a conservation area during a defined season. Certain vessels
would be exempt from the prohibitions. The purpose of the action is to
protect killer whales from interference and noise associated with
vessels. In the final rule announcing the endangered listing of
Southern Resident killer whales NMFS identified disturbance and sound
associated with vessels as a potential contributing factor in the
recent decline of this population. The Recovery Plan for Southern
Resident killer whales calls for evaluating current guidelines and
assessing the need for regulations and/or protected areas (73 FR 4176;
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January 24, 2008). We developed the proposed rule after considering
comments submitted in response to an Advance Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (72 FR 13464; March 22, 2007) and preparing a draft
environmental assessment.

Dated: October 13, 2009.
Helen Golde,
Deputy Director, Office of Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. E9-25063 Filed 10-16-09; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

1/6/2010 4:45 PM



file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/lynneb/Local %20Settings/ ...

As of: February 01, 2010
Received: January 14, 2010
PUBLIC SUBMISSION  status: Pendin Pos

Tracking No. 80a7d81b
Comments Due: January 15, 2010
Submission Type: Web

Docket: NOAA-NMFS-2008-0327
Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region under the Endangered Species
Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act

Comment On: NOAA-NMFS-2008-0327-0001
Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region Under the Endangered
Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act

Document: NOAA-NMFS-2008-0327-DRAFT-0044
Comment from Christen McLean

Submitter Information

Name: Christen McLean
Address:

936 25th ST

Port Townsend, WA, 98368
Email: chrissymclean@gmail.com

General Comment

Increased toxic loads, reduction of salmon populations and increased underwater noise have
been listed as the three most important impacts to regulate in saving our endangered Southern
Resident Orca population. Toxins and salmon are challenging areas and the solutions will take
time to implement and make the needed changes. Noise pollution is a place where we can make
some immediate changes and seem immediate results.
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